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IW  'T!E  TJ.  S.  S.  :Fi.

THE BASIC IDE-AS

Marx  and  Engels

The  idea  of  communism  is 110(; new.  Commu-

nism  did  not  begin  wiith  Malenkov-or  even  witb

Stalin  or  Lenin.  In  fact,  it did  not  begin  in

Russia  at  all.  Russian  communism  is really  based

on tlie  ideas  of  two  Germans:  I(arl  Afarx  and

Friedricli  Engels.  Some  100  years  ago  tliese  two

men,  individually  and  togetlier,  wrote  a series  of

books  and  pamphlets  condemning  the  capitalist

r' society  of  their  time  and  predicting  tliat  it  would

be overtlirown  by  a revolution  of the  working

classes.

Marx  and  Engels  believed  tliat,  for  tlie  time  be-

ing,  the  state  should  own  tbe  factories,  land,  mines,

stores-in  otlier  words,  the  instruments  of pro-

duction  and  distribution.  Eventually,  tliey  said,

tbere  would  be a classless  socisty,  and  the  state

would  ('wither  away."  Tliey  said  tlie  capitalist

system  of  producing  and  distributing  goods  was

wrong.  What  made  it  wrong,  tliey  lield,  was  tliat

the  land,  mines,  factories,  and  macbines  were

owned  by  private  individuals.  According  to  Marx

and  Engels,  tliese  private,  individuals-tlie  capi-

talists-were  interested  only  in making  profits.

Therefore  they  exploited  tlieir  workers,  paying

them  as little  as possibls  and  using  the  profits  of

their  businesses  to  buy  still  more  laiid,  macliines,

and  other  means  of  production.  Tlius,  according

to Marx  and  Engels,  as time  went  OII,  more  and

more  wealth  and  power  would  become  concen-

trated  in  the  lxands  of  a few  capitalists  (owners

of  the  means  of  production),  and  tlie  n-iass  of  the

people  would  be  workers,  completely  dependent  on

these  owners  for  their  living.

The  Dicfatorship  of the  Proletariat

Marx  aaid Engels  believed  tliitt  a struggle  be-

tween  tbese  tsvo  classes-workers  and  capitalists-

was inevitable.  Tbe only liossible orit.come ivas

tliat  the  workers  ivould  overtlirow  the  existing

government,  seize  power,  and  set up a. working

class  dictatorsliip-('tlie  dictatorsliip  of  tlie  prole-

tariat,"  as tliey  called  it.  Tliis  working-class  die-

tatorsliip  worild  then  nationalize  tlie  land,  mines,

factories, and otl'ier means of liroduction-tliat  is,
malce tliem t.he prolie.rty  of tlie. state-and  olierate
tliem  in tlie  interest  of  tlie  woi'kers.  Moreover,

Marx  and  Engels  believed  tliat  all  tliis  would  hap-
pen  thro'ughoqit  tlie  capitalist  world.  Tliey

tlioriglit.  tliat  tlie  workers  in  France,  for  exatnple,

bnd  more  in  common  witli  tlieir  fellow  woAers  in

Germitny  and  Englirnd  than  they  did witli  tlie

Frencli  capitalists.  Comnmnism  wasto  be an

intmratjoruxl  movement  of tlxe  wliole  working

class,  as is sliown  by  its  first  slogan  : "  IVorlcers  of

tlie  world-unite  !"

Marx  and  Engels  predicted  tliat  tlie  poor  worild

get  poorer,  tlie  riclx  would  get  riclier,  and  tluit

wiealtlt  would  be concentrated  in  the  liands  of  a

few  capitalists.  Inevitably,  this  condition  would

prodrice a Inaoletarian revohition,  tl'iey said.
Marx  and  Engels  were  wrong.  Tliey  did not

interpret  }iistory  correctly,  nor  did tliey  under-

stand  tlie  workings  of  capitalism  in  a free  society.

Tlieir  error  was  great,  and  tlie  tragsdy  is tliat  it
lias  brouglit  misery  to  vast  numbers  of  people.

Inventions,  n'ieclnuiization,  tlie  growtli  of  fac-

tories  liirve  not.  luiilt  up  management  at tlie  ex-

pense  of tlxe  workers  as Ma.rx  predicted.  Quite

tlie  contrary-n'iodern  industrial  n"ie.tliods  have

benefited  our  workers  greatly.  Iitcreased  produc-
tivity  lias  spread  employment,  liglitened  la'bor's

load,  and  produced  more  goods  to  give  more  people

a liiglier  stiuidard  of  living.  In  tlie  {Jnited
States,  for  example,  ivages  and  leisure time liave
increasecl  steadily,  'u'liile  class  distinctions  liave

tended to diminisli  or disalipear.
Neitlier  Marx  nor  Engels  liad  tlie  sliglitest  idea

or  intention  of  fatliering  a. Communist.  n"iovement.

in  Rrissia.  In  fact,  tbsy  thouglit  tl'ie revohition
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Karl  Marx  (left)  and  Friedrich  Engels  were  Germana  whose

writings  laid  the  foundation  for  modern  Russian  communism.

they  believed  in  would  take  place  first  in  a highly

industrial  country  like  Germaiiy  or  Great  Britain.

However,  their  works  fell  into  tlie  l'iands  of  Lenin

and  otlier  Russian  revolutionaries  WIIO accepted

tlieir  main  principles.  Lenin  and  his  followers

made  some  clianges  to  meet  conditions  in  &issia.

Tliey  made  little  progress,  tliough,  until  tlie  fa.ll  of

the  Czarist  Govenune.'nt  during  World  'vVar  I.  Ill

the  period  of  political  unrest  wliicli  followed,  tlie

Bolsheviks  seized  power.  Tliey  used military

force  to overthrow  the  elected  Socia.list  goverii-

ment  headed  by Kerensky.  Tlie  prime  minister

and  liis  associa.tes  fled,  and  tlie  BolslievikB.  were  in

command.  Tliey  consolidated  their  control  and

establislied  the  Union  of Soviet  Socialist  Repub-

lics.  As a result,  tlie  Soviet  Uhion  beca.me  tlie

main  power  base for  interiiational  communism.

Because  of  tliis,  a brief  review  of Russian  liistory

is lielpful.

RUSSIA  BEFORE  WORLD  WAR I

Tymnny  and  Reform  Under  the  Czars

Before  1861,  most  Russian  peasants  were  serfs.

As  gueh,  they  were  little  more  than  slaves.  Then,

in  1861,  they  were  freed  by Alexander  II.  This

action  undermined  the  whole.  power  of  tlie  ruling

minority.  Until  then,  this  minority-consisting

of  the  Czar  (Emperor),  the  nobility,  and  €he gen-

try-owned  about  98 percent  of all  tlie  land  and

moiw  tlian  80 percent  of  all  tlie  people.  This  was

the  real  basis  of  the  authority  of  tl-ie Czar's  gov-

ernment.  Emaneipa.tion  took  away  from  the  rul-

ing  minoriit,y  its  direct  ownership  a.nd control  over

roughly  half  the  land  and  all  the  newly  freed  serfs.

The  Russian  Empire  was  undergoing  many

other  cha.nges  throughout  the  latte,r  paif,  of the

19th  century,  exactly  at the  time  wlien  Marx  and

Engels  lived,  worked,  and  wrote.  (Marx  died  in

1888;  Engels  in 1895.)  Two  of tliese  important

and  far-reaching  changes  were:  (1) the coming

of an indust.rial  revolution;  a.nd (!2) the growth

of  a. political  opposition  to  a. goveent  that  tried

its  best  to  resist  progress.  Tliess  developments-

along  with  the  freeing  of the  serfs-created  the

opportunities  of  w}iich  Lenin  took  advantage.

The  ruling  class,  by various  means,  was  able  to

reta.in  its  dominant  position  (or  most  of it)  for

more  than  a lialf-century,  but  the  solid  foundation

o-ipon which  its  power  liad  rested  was  gone.  Since

the  power  of  the  Czar  depended  upon  the  power

of  this  minority  to  control  the  land  and the

labor  of the  peasants,  after  the freeing  of the

serfs,  tlie  Czar's  government  was  left  hanging  in

tlxe air.  The  system  was ripe,  for  change.  In

fac.t,  tbe  whole  system  was  ehanging  quite  dras-

tically,  tliough  in piecemeal  fashion,  long  be,fore

the  revolut,ions  of  1905  and  1917.  Freeing  of  the,

serfs  ma.de  other  major  changes  inevitable.  One

of  its  effects  was  to incse  the  age-old,  unceasing

peasant  pressure  for  ownership  of the  land.  It

also  made  more  la.bor  aa'id capital  available  for

industry.

Growth  of Industry

Russian  industria.l  growth  began  late  but,  once

it began,  was rapid.  As in other  countriss,  the

industrial  revohition  increased  the  town  and  city

la.bor  population  and  raised  many  new  problems-

exploitation,  slums,  and  unemployment,  besides

aggravating  old  ones.  One  simple  set of figures

will  suggest  some of tlxe terrific  tensions  created

by these  economic  and  social  clianges.  By  1900,

the  total  value  of Russian  industrial  production

0;. . :f.,l.  !.  P.  i4'
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Lenin  was  led  to the  sfudy  of  Marxism  through  the  works  of, O*orge

Plekhanov  Icircled),  founder  of the  first Ruu!an  Marxist  group.
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Lefti  Nicholai  II, last  Cuir  of Russia.  Centeri  Room  where  Czar  and  his family  were  mur-

dared  by  the  Bolaheviks.  Righti  Ker*nsky,  head  of the  government  that  succeeded  the  Czar.

exceeded  tliat  of  Russian  agricultural  production.

Yet  industry  employed  only  about  10  percent  of

the  population  while  80 percent  worked  in  agri-

.i culture.  Thus,  the  masses  of  people  on  the  land

' had  extremely  low  incomes.  This  situation,  plus

the  appearance  of  a population  of  city  workers,

provided  a rich  setting  for  various  sffort.s  at re-

form  and  various  kinds  of  re,formers  and  revolu-

tionariB,

Along  witli  the  freeing  of  tlie  serfs,  tlie  Russian

government  had  also  made  several  otlier  major

reforms.  Tben  tlie  government  tried  to  back  down

on  them.  Tliis  was  a lia.bit  of  tlie  Czarist  govern-

ment  as long  as it lasted.  It  corildn't  turn  tlie

clock  Flll  tlie  wa.y  back,  knit  it  tried  to,  and  in  doing

so arorised  bitter  resentment  and  violence.  'l'liis,

in  turn,  led  to  more  violent.  repression  by  tlie  gov-

ernment.  Revolutionary  grorips  of  several  kinds

sprang up, all of tliem small and totall3r lacking
in  popular  support.  .'tll  ivere  suppressed,  most

of  tliem  completely.  But  as time  went  all,  tlie

government  was  LEES itnd  less  able  to wipe  out  all

opposition.  One  form  this  opposition  took  was  the

development,  from  tlie  1870's  on,  of  lubor  unions.

Tliis  grass-roots  la.bor  movement  attracted  to it  a

number  of  worild-be  leaders  wbo  saw  in  it  a way

of getting tlte popular suliport  tliey so sadly
lacked.

Tliese  leaders  avid would-be  leaders  were  of

several  kinds.  One  group  was  led by  George

Plekhanov,  a disciple  of  Marx.  He  found  it  slow

going  at first,  partly  becarise  government  action

forced  liim  into  exile,  partly  because  lie  had  com-

petition  from  rival  leaders,  and  partly  because

Marxism,  as such,  never  had  u.ny  real  appeal  to  tlie

masses.  Despite  all  these  obstacles,  Pleklianov

and  liis  handful  of  associates  were  able  to  organize

v few  tiny  Marxist.  groups  within  Russia.  About

six  sucli  organiza.tions  were  formed  during  tl'ie

first  15  years,  and  all  efforts  to  unite  them  failed.

An  attempted  unification  in  1903  resulted  only  in

a make-believe  unity.  What  it  did,  in  fact  was  to

split  tlie  Russian  Social  Democratic  Party  into

two  groups,  tlie  Menslieviks  (minority),  and  the

Bolslie,viks  (majority).

The  Rise  of  Lenin

Lenin  eventua.lly  emerged  from  a number  of

vicious  squabbles  as the  leader  of  the  Bolshevik
wing  of  Russian  Marxism.  He  was  the  son  of  a

Russian  sclioolmaster.  When  the  Czarist  govern-

ment  hanged  his  older  brotlier  us a dangerous  revo-

lutionary,  it made  Lenin  it.s sworn  enemy.  And

when  tlie  non-Marxist,  liberal  opponents  of  the

Czar's  goveri'iment  did  not  support  the  family  in

its  horir  of tragedy,  they  also  incurred  Lenin's

bitter  and  never-ending  hostility.  This  was  the

state  of  Lenin's  mind  wlien  lie  discovered  tlie  writ-

ings  of  Pleklianov  and  wits  led  through  tliem  to  a

study  of  Marx  and  Engels.  That  study  included

not  only  their  printed  theories  but  also  the  tactics

employed  by Marx  and  Engels  and  tlieir  earlier

followers.  These  tactics  included  such  now  famil-

iar  things  as gaining  a monopoly  of  power,  in-

filtration  of non-Party  organizations,  deliberate

:falsslioods,  and  "uixited  fronts."

Lenin,  after  a ratlier  brief  apprenticeship  to

Marx  and  Engels,  formed  liis  own  party  by  split-
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The  1917  Revolution  wos  reolly  o series  of small  revolutions  throughout  Russia.  left,

Petrograd:  Bolsheviks  fire  on  crowds  in  streets.  Righfi  Revolutionisfs  in  Vladivostok.

ting  tlie  R.ussian  Marxist  groups  in  1908.  Tliose

wlio  followed  liim  became  kitown  first  as Bolshe-

viks  and  later  as Communists.  Nor  did  Lenin

win  the  undisputed  leadersltip  of  even  tliis  small

group  until  many  years  and  many  figlits  later.

Event.ually,  liowever,  lie  succeeded  in  creating  the

kind  of  group  he want.ed.

What  Lenin  wa.nted--and  finally  got  tlirough

liis  sbrewdiiess,  rutMessness,  and  persiste.nce-was

a small,  carefully  select.ed,  higMy  tra.ined,  and

rigidly  disciplined  hand  of  full-time.  professional

revolutionaries.  The  years  of  building  (roughly

from  1903  to  1917)  were  lean  ones  and  full  of  diffi-

culties  for  Lenin  arnl  liis  group.  He  and  many  of

liis  followers  spent  tlxe  time  in  exile,  living  from

liand  to  moutli  but  always  dedicated  to  tlieir  goal

of world  c.ommunism.  Tlie  movement  was  a.lways

very  small  and  frequently  torn  by  violent  dissents.

It  was  poor.  It  was  infiltrated,  even  at  it,gi highest

levels,  by  police  spies.

SVhy did  Lenin  and  l'iis  followers  persist  ? Per-

liaps  part.ly  because tliey  liad  no alternative,  but

mostly  becarise  tliey  were  dedicated  fanatics.

Tliere  were  people  wlio,  like  Lsnin  liimself,  had

given  ('the whole  of tlieir  lives"  to their  cause.

The  Bolslieviks  surrendered  everytliing  tliey

had-time,  strength,  monsy,  friends,  family,  coun-

try,  and moral  scruples-to  the  Party.  Few

among  the  otlier  opponents  of  the  Czarist  system

were  prepared  to  go  so far.

Revolution:  '1905 and 1917

Tlie  first  great  attempt  to  c}tangs  tlie  system  was

made  in  1905.  Tlie  forces  that  produced  this  1905

revolution  were  varied  and  complex  a.nd  iiad  been

building  up  for  a long  time.  Finally,  following

Russia.'s  defeat  in  tbe  Russo-Japanese  War  (1904-

05 ), tbere  were  strikes,  peasai'it  riots,  a.nd student

uprisings.  Finaxieially  the  country  was  weak,  agi-

tation  was  widespread,  and  many  groups  de-

manded  reforms.  However,  the  revolution  itself

was  largely  spontaneous  and  unplanned.  All  of
tl'ie  opposition  groups-Marxist  and  non-Marxist,

Socialist  and  anti-Socialist-took  part  in  one  way

or  another,  but  none  of  the.m  really  directed  the
movement.  Moreover,  t.be groups  quarreled  so

bitterly  witli  each other  that  tlie-37 lost much of
what  they  at. first  appeared  to  have  woxi.  They  did
succeed  in  limiting  tbe  aatocracy,  but  did  not  es-

tablisli  a democratic  or  truly  representative  form

of  government.  Many  observers  at tlie  time  felt

tliat  Russia  liad  sta.rted  along  t.he road  toward  a

liberal,  constitutional  regime;  and  progress  was

certainly  made  in  this  dirsction,  despite  tlxe  efforts

of  tlie  Czar  and  liis  cliief  advisers  to  block  it.  But

tlie  basic  problems  were  still  unsolved  wlien  R.ussia

became  involved  in  World  War  I  in  1914.

Tliis  war  subjected  tlie  Russian  people,  their

government,  tlieir  economy,  and  tlieir  soc.ial  sys-

tem  to terrific  st.resses  and  strains.  It  was  too

great  a burden.  Aft.er  some  98 montlis  of  war,

Imperial  &issia  sin"iply  came  apart  at t.lie  seams.

All  of  a sudden,  tlie  wliole  system  of  itnperial  gov-

ernment  literaIly  ceased  to  exist.  It.  was  not,  over-

thrown  ; it  fell.  This  was  tlxe  revolution  of  Afarclx

1917.  It  voas not  a Bolshm4k  revolutjon.  Tlie

Bolslieviks  liad  110 part  in  bringing  it about,  and

no one  pe,rson  or group  directed  it.  Even  more
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Leaders  of the  Revolution:  leon  Trotsky  (left),  Lenin's  dose  associate,  speaks  fo troops;

right,  a  painting  shows  Lenin  in  a  characteristic  pose  addressing  Red Army  men.

than  in  1905,  this  first  191?  revolution  was  a spon-

taneous  and  confused  uprising.  It  led  to the  see-

ond  or  Bolshevik  revolution  of November  1917,

, rvot  because  anyorie  liad  plai'ined  it  that  way  from

' the  beginning,  but  because  of  a series  of  chances

plus  Lenin's  and  Trotsky's  daring  skill  in  exploit-

ing  the  situation.

THE COMMUNISTS  TAKE OVER

Revolution  and  Civil  War

When  the  first  1917  revohition  took  place,  Lenin

was  in  Switzerland,  Trotsky  was  in  New  York,

Stalin  was  in  Siberia,  and  n'iost  of  tlie  otlier  Bol-

slievik  leaders  wers  either  in  jail  or  in  exile.  The

revolution  caught  tliem  all  standing  flat-footed

and  off  base.  It  is only  fair  to  add  tlxat  it  caught

practically  everyone  else  the  same  way-but  the

others  did  not  claim  to have  a formula  tliat  en-

abled  tliem  to  foresee  the  future.  The  provisional

government,  whicli  tried  to  fill  tlie  vacuum  left  by

the  collapse  of  the  old  rsgime,  granted  pardons  to

political  exiles,  and  tlie  Bolslieviks  returned  to  cir-

culation.  But  for  tbe  first  !2 months,  despite

Lenin's  e'fforts  to guide  liis  followers  by  letters

from  Switzerland,  tliey  took  no effective  steps

toward  seizing  power.  Finally,  Iieuin  asked  the

Gerrrran  government,  througli  a Swiss  socialist,  to

be allowed  to  return  to Russia  tlirougli  Germany.

The  Germans-still  figliting  Russia  on tlie  East-

ern  front-liad  everyt}iing  to  gain  by  sucli  a move.

Lenin  wanted  Russia  to  get  out  of  tlie  war,  and  if

he took  power,  the Germans  liolied  tliat  lie would
destroy  Russia's  military  powsr.  Germany  would

then  be able  to concentrate  on  the Western  front.
Tlie  result  was  that  Lenin,  with  85 comrades,  was

allowed  to  pass  through  Gern'iany  in  a sealed rail-
road  car  on  his  way  to  Russia.  Determined  to ex-

ploit  tlie  situation  for  all  it  was  worth,  lie arrived
in  the  capital,  Petrograd  (now  called  Leningrad),
in  April  1917.

Two  riva.l  groups  were  seeking  control  of Rus-
sia,  but  neitlier  ltad  mucli  real  power  or  anything
like  nationwide  authority.  One  of tliese was the
Provisional  Government.  Tlus  was  run  by the
old  middle-of-t}ie-roaa  and conservative  oppo-
nents  of  tlie  Czar.  It  lia.d tlie support  of tlie
Frenc}i,  tlie,  British,  and  Americans,  but it had
few  real  conta.cts  witb  tlie  people  and little  popu-
Jar  support.  Moreover,  it  was  constantly  attacked

by the  extremes  of  botli  left  and  rig}it.  It  had
110  real  power  to  enforce  its arit.hority.  Its  main
rival  was  tlie  Petrograd  Soviet  of Workers'  and

Soldiers'  Deputies.  It-was  made  rip  of  2,500 work-
men  and  soldiers  from  tlie  factories  and military
detaclunents  of  Petrograd.  Tliere  were  also so-

cialis4s  re.presenting  tl'ie  peasant.s. Thus,  the So-
viet,  although  it  lacked  general  support,  lia.d much
closer  contact  witli  tlie  masses  tlian  did  tlie  Pro-
visional  Goveriin-ient.

The  Soviet  (or  Couicil)  wasmadeup  of a great
variety  of  left-wingers  : Mensheviks,  non-Marxian
socialists,  anarcliists,  and  Bolslieviks.  Tliis,  plus

tlie  fact  that  tlie  Soviet.  seemed  to  ha.ve a sliglit.
edge  over  tlie  Provisional  Government,  deter-
mined  Lenin's  strategy.  He  set out  siniulta.ne-

orisly  to build  111) tlie Soviet and to gain control of
it.  Bttt.  first  lie  liad  to  convince  liis  followers  tliat
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Kharkov  labor  delegates  protesting  Bolshevik  brutality  were  mur-

dered  by  Communist  leaders  as they  approachedwith  upraised hands.

this  was  the  correct  policy.  It  was  a sliarp  figlxt,

but  a short  one.  It  took  him  a month  to  establish

Bolshevik  control  ove,r  the,  Soviet  in  the  capital,

Pe,trograd.

What  were  the  people  doing  during  this period,
which  has  been  described  as Russia's  one  real  era

of  freedom  < The  peasants,  who  were  the  largest

single  group  in  the  population,  were  busily  taking
over  all  the  farm  lands  they  could  get.  There

were  riots  a.nd murders  as they  kicked  out  tlie  old

landlords  and  most  of the  richer  peasants  and

added  tbeir  lands  (albout  248 million  acres)  to

what  tliey  already  had.  In  many  cases,  manor

houses  were  burnt  to prevent  the  return  of the

occupants.  So,  by the  time.  tlie  Bolsheviks  first

seized  power  in  the  ca.pital  and  in  Mosc.ow  (No-

vember  1917  ),  the  peasants  already  had  almost  all

the  land  fit  to  culitivate.  This  gives  the  lie, to  tlxe

Bolshevik  cIlaim  that  they  gave  the  land  to the

peasants.  What  ths  Bolslisviks  did  was  first  to

say  ('0.  K.,  the  land  belongs  to  the  peasants."  This

was  wliile  the  Bolslieviks  were  still  figliting  for
survival.  Then,  when  their  position  was  stronger,

they  took  tlie  land  away.

Most  of  the  soldiers,  to  take  another  la.rge  group,

"voted  for  peace  witli  their  feet,"  as Lenin  once

put  it-tl'iat  is,  they  deserted,  most  of  tliem  going

homs  to tlieir  villages  to ge,t their  share,  of the,

la.nd.  This  had  started  long  before  November,

but  tlie  Bolsheviks  did  play  a major  part  in  en-

couraging  desertions  andi  tlie  brealrup  of  the  Rus-

81&n al'llll €3S.

Factory  workers,  in  about  8 cases  out  of  every

10,  tried  to take  over  the  plants  and  run  them.

8

Witli  few  exceptions,  this  resulted  in  the  total

stoppage  of production.  As  with  the  peasants'

seizure  of  tlie  land,  Lenin  a.nd  his  Bolsheviks  tem-

porarily  went  along  with  the  situat.ion.  But  as

soon  as they  could,  they  took  control  from  the

workers.

All  tliree  gro'ips-peasants,  soldiers,  a.nd work-

ers-knew  what  they  wanted.  They  wanted

peace-this  was  foremost.  The  people  were  com-

pletely  war-weary  by  1917.  Any  group  tliat  tried

to  keep  Russia  in  tlie  war,  as the  provisional  gov-

ernment  did,  was  signing  its  own  dismissal  notice.

The  peasants-and  this  included  most  of the

soldiers-wanted  clear  title  to tlie  land  they  liud

takpin.  Tlxey  were,  not  interested  in  ('due  process

of  law"  any  more  tlian  in  tlie  ('treaty  obligations"

to continue  tlie  war.  But  tlie  provisional  goveri'i-

ment  wanted  tlie  land  problem  settled  in  proper

]egal  fasliion.  A third  t]iing  tlxat  tlie  people

wanted  was  more  food  and  other  supplies.

Tliere  was  also  a fourtli  tliing  that  tliese  three

large  groups,  along  with  tlie  rest  of  tlie  people,

wanted  desperately-leadership.  Changes  had

been  coming  so fast  that  tl'ie  ordinary  man  felt  very

lll8eCure0

This  sort  of  situation  is  made,  to  order  for  dema-

gogues.  And  when  the  demagogues-who  special-

ize always  in  telling  the  people  what  they,  tlie

people,  want  to  liear-are  membsrs  of  a disciplined

group  trained  to  taks  advantage  of  confusion,  they

liave  a very  special  advantage.  That  is where

Lenin  and  his  Bolsheviks  came  in.  They  were

trained  and  disciplined  and  shrewdly  led.

Moreover,  they  had  no  scruples  and  would  promise

anything  to  gain  power.

But  mark  tliis  well  ! In  spite  of  the  situation

just  described,  tits  Bolslieviks  were  not  able  in  1917

to get  tlie  support  of  the  majority  of  the  people.

Ill  'btct,  taking  tlie  peopla  as a wliole,  tlie  largest

single  group  in  1917-18  were  tlxe, so-called  Social

Revolutionaries,  IvllO  favored  a kind  of  peasant

socialism  tliat  was  peculiarly  Russian.  The  Bo'l-

sheniks  jn  Ictte lr)17 arufl ectrly  1918  q.rev'e strong

only  in  the  jnavtstrial  c4tjes  Ijke  Moscou  or  Petro-

gr'aa and  fin the  miljtary  qm;ts  statiorted  closest

to those  centers.

Starting  from  tliese  centers  tlie,  Bolsheviks

moved  outward,  following  tlis  main  lines  of  con'i-

munication  and  t.ransportation-the  workers  in

tliese  strategic  fields  liad  been  ivon  over  early  to

the Bolslievik side. Evei7  province, every dis-
t.rict,  every  city  and  settlement  liad  to  be  persuaded



or  forced  to  accept  Bolslievik  rule.  In  otlier

lut4orb  in I'ussia.  but  a. wbole  series  of tliem.  In

addition  tlie  United  States  and  the  Allies  inter-

vened in tlie civil  war a.nd sriliported  tlie IVliite
(conserva.tive)  opponents  of  the  Bolslieviks.  Tlie

struggle  >vas a. long bloody one, and it was xiot un-
til  1921  fliat  Bolslievik  victory  seemed  at all  cer-

tain.  Even  tlien,  many  opponents  and  many  very

grave  problems  continued  to  confront,  Lenin  and

liis  followers.  But  by tlie  t.ime Lenin  died  in

Jaruiary  1924,  most  of tl'ie IFIIICIS and  peoples  of

the  old  Russian  Empire  had  been  brouglit  rnider

tlie  control  of  the  men  in  tlie  Kremlin.  How  did

tliey  do it

THE COMMUNISTS  CONSOLIDATE  THEIR

POWER

Methods

The  Bolsheviks  won  control  tlirougl'i  skilled

leadersliip,  liard  work  and  sacrifice,  and  luck-and

becarise  disunity  among  their  opponents  enabled

r them  to  elin-iinate  first  one  and  then  another.  N  o

s"gtgle  methoa  or  am4ce  did,  jt  all.  Force,  terror,

persuasion,  deceit,  promises,  axid real  accomplish-

ments  all  played  a part.  Force  and  terror  were

applied  througli  the  Red  Army,  through  a system

of  secret  police  that  was set up  at tlie  very  begin-

ning  of  the  Bolslievik  regime,  and  through  ('food

requisitioning  squads."  These  squads  stole  from

the peasants  in order  that  the city  populations

(wliere  Bolshevism  was  strongest)  might  survive.

The  rationing  of  food,  housing,  clothing,  and  other

necessities-literally,  the rationing  of a chance

to live-was  anotlxsr  effective  mea.iis  of  carrying

out  tlie  Bolshevik  program.  Most  of the  upper

and  middle  class groups  were  driven  from  tlie

country  or  eliminated  unless  they  could  be induced

to serve  t}is  regime.  Persuasion  took  many  forms,

running  from  actual  bribery  to  promises  of a

briglit  new  world  tomorrow.  Afany  of  the  prom-

ises were  deliberately  deceitful,  many  proved  im-

possible  to fulfill,  but  some  were  kept  and  certain

groups  benefited  from  them.

Altliough  not  attracted  by tbe  Bolshevik  pro-

gram  and  promises,  many  Russians  were  swept

along  witli  the tide.  Open  opposition  was too

costly,  but  there  voas opposition.  The  Soviet  eco:ii-

omy  was  in desperate  condition  after  3 years  of

civil  war  and  foreign  invasion.  By  lf!21,  the  re-

serves  of  tlie  old  czarist  order  were  gone.  Tliere

were  sliortages  of  all  necessities,  and  agricultural

and  industrial  output  were  down.  Unrest  and  dis-

content  increased.  There  was  famine,  disease

spread,  strikes  occurred,  open  opposition  to the

Communists  appeared,  and  finally  there  was  an

open  revolt  at Kronstadt.

Lenin  rised  force,  to  stop  the  revolt,  but  he also

saw  tlie  need  for  v change  in  policy.  To  save  tl'ie

stats  and  to retain  c,ontrol  of tlie  situation,  be

tlierefore  did  two  tliings  : instituted  a. New  Eco-

nomic  Policy  (NEP),  and  temporarily  prit  aside

tlie  campa.ign  for  world  revolution,  stressing  na-

tional  development  instea.d.  The  NEP  permitted

some  private  industry,  free  i'iiternal  trade,  and  al-

lowed tlie lieasants to sell surphis crops in the
open  market.  Tlie  NEP  was  desigiied  to  increase

€lissupplyofgoodsandtopreservethestate.  The

pa.rtial  return  to a. proven  system  of production

was  liiglily  successful  : agricultura.l  and  industrial

production  increased,  and the monetary  system

was  strengthened.

Trotsky,  wlio  liad  played  a leading  role  in  the

rise  of  tlie  Bolslieviks,  opposed  tlie  new  policy  as

a betra.yal  of the world  revolution.  Tlie  argu-

ment  raged  for  years,  and  many  otlier  opponents

of  tlre  government  lined  up behind  Trotsky.  Al-

"The  Wrong  Way  To Make  Russia  Prosperous."  This poster  gives
voice  to the  opposition  to the  Bolsheviks  during  the  Civil  War  period.
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Old  Bolsheviki  Nicolai  Lenin  (left)  and  Joseph  Sfalin  in  a

photogmph  token  in 1922  at Gorki,  where  Lenin  died  2 years  later.

thorigh  Stalin  shared  with  Trotsky  the  idea  of

communizing  the  whole  world,  l'is  felt  that  Trotsky

wanted  to  move  too  fast,  that  communism  should

get  a firmea  liold  on  Russia  itself  before  pressing

for  world  revolution.  Finally,  in  1927  Stalin  liad

him  expelled  from  the  Party.  The  riext  year

Trotsky  was  exiled.  Stalin's  victory  meant  con-

centration  of  e'ffort  on internal  development  and

Russia!s  national  security.

To  put  his  program  for  strengt.hening  Russia

into  effect,  Sta.lin  discarded  the  NEP  in  19!28  and

announced  the  first  5-Year  Plan.  Under  this

Plan,  heavy  industry  was  to  be developed  and  ag-

riculture  collectivized.  The  program  got  under-

wa.y rapidly,  and  the  poorer  peasants  were  re-

cruited  into  collectives.  But  the  kulaks  saw  no

advant,ageB  in  colleetivization  and  resisted  it.
(The  kulaks  were  called  "ricb"  peiasants.  Al-

thorigh  they  owned  slightly  more  tha.n  their  fel-

low  villagers,  by  our  standards  they  were  still  very

poor.)  Stalin  worild  not  sta.nd  for  opposition,

and  tlie  government  liquida.ted  tlie,  nearly  6 mil-

lion  msmbers  of  the  kulak  grorip  rutlilessly.  They

were  driven  from  their  land  and  seint to labor

camps  in  distant  pa.rts  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Tlie

figures  are  staggering:  tens  of tliousands  of

peasants  were  killed,  hundreds  of  thorisands  trans-

ported  to  labor  camps.

Peasant  resistance  to  collectivization  was  fierce.
Farmers  killed  more.  tlian  ha.lf  'thsir  livestock  and

destroyed  crops  ratlier  than  turn  them  over  to  the

government.  On  top  of  tl'iis,  bad  weat.lier  in  1981

caused  crop  failures.  In  spite  of  shortages,  tlis

goveri'unent.  collected  its  share  first.  Tlie  result

of  Stalin',s  liars}i  agricultural  policy  was  a terrible

fa.mine  in  198!2 -88,  in  which  from  8.8  to  10  million

people  are  estima.ted  to  liave  died.

The Party  won it.s major point  : jt  foyacerl opo per-
suaaed the peasants to joim. collectjae fay'ms. But
a very  large  mimber  of  peasants  continued  a sort

of passive  resistance  despite  tlie  bribe  of being

a.llowed  to  liave  tlieir  own  small  garden  plots.

One  result  of  tliis  forcible  collectivization  was

tliat  the  people's  freedom  was  furtber  reduced.  A
peasant  without  land  or  with  only  a very  small

plot.  is in  a helpless  condition.  He  lias  to work

for  someone  else,  eitlier  on a collective  farm  or  in

industry.  Both  collective  farms  and  industries

in  the  Soviet  Union  are  run  by  the, Pa.rty  bosses.

So tlis  landless  peasant  depends  directly  for  sur-

viva.l  on  tlie  Partv.  A  very  large  measure  of  his

freedom  is lost,  and  tliitt  is just  what  the  Party

wants.

Industrialization

To  ruiderstand  why  the  Communists  fought  so

liard  for  collectivization,  you  must  lmow  that  the

Party  bosses  set  out  in  19!28  on  a forced-draft  pro-

gram  of industrialization.  Their  goal  was,  in

their  own  words,  "to  overtake  and  to  surpass  tlie

WTest."  Tliis  wia.s a trernendous  undertaking  and

required  a huge  labor  force,  whit,b  was  largely  sup-

plied from the landless peasantx7. But taking
men  and  women  off  t}is  farms  clianges  tliem  from

food  producers  into  food  consumers.  Therefore,

son-ie way  had  to  be, found  to  get  more  production

tlian  before  out  of  tliose  wlio  were  still  working

on tlie  farms.  To  increase  production,  the  peas-

ants  were  forced  into  collectives.  Individual

farmers  were  taxed  out  of  existence.  If  they  re-

sisted,  or  if  they  were  "ricli"  peasants,  their  land

was  confiscated,  they  were  sent. to  concentration

camps,  or  tliey  were  shot.  Peasant  opposit.ion  was

stubborn,  but  the  government  was  determiyied  to

get  tlie  food  from  tliem  at its  tiwn  price.  So in-

dustrialization  and  collectivization  went  liand  in

liand  in  tlie  Soviet  Union.
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There  are  still  major  weaknesses  in  tl'ie  Soviet

economy.  However,  to understand  tlie  strength

of  our  enemy  we  must  face  the  fact  that  certain  ac-

complishments  liave  been  tremendous.  The

USSR  has  been  transformed  from  a backward,

peasant  country  into  a powerful  industrial  state  :

this  is orxe of  the  facts  of  life  today.  Yet  living

standards  remain  very  low.  Tltey  cannot  at t]ie

same  time  build  tanks  and  washing  macliines,  H-
bombs  and  refrigerators,  warplanes  and  arit,os  in

sufficient  quantities  to provide  liigli  living  stand-

ards  and  still  be strong  militarily.  So  they  deny

tlieir  people  the  washing  macbines  and  cars  a'ixd

refrigerators  in order  to produce  tlie  tanks  and

warplanes  and  ot,lier  weapons.  Tliey  pick  and

clioose,  in  other  words,  ai'id  wlien  tliey  give  top

priority  to any  item  it  is likely  to be built  well

axid  in  large  numbers-as  witness  tlieir  MIG-15's

and  their  Joseph  Stalin  tanks.  It  is foolisli  to

deny  or  ignore  tlieir  strengtlis,  but  it  is equally

silly  to  forget  tliat  they  are  plagued  by  grave

weaknesses  in  some  parts  of  t}ieir  economy,  es-

pecially  agriculture.

One  of  tlie  tbings  that  communism  has  done  in

Russia  lias  been  to  sliift  tbe  country  from  an es-

sentially  agricultural  economy  to  an increasingly

industrialized  one.  Tlie  enormous  cost  of  tl-iis  lias

come  n-iostly  out  of  tlie  liides  of  tlie  people.  It  is

an  inefficient  as well  as an  inhumane  method.  The

Communist  bosses  still  keep  millions  of  tlieir  fel-

low  citizens  at slave  labor  and  contituie  to deny

freedom  to tlie  others.  Tlie  bosses  are also  per-

sisting  in their  long-continued  drive  to get  all

peasants  completely  under  tlieir  thumbs.  And

this,  as noted,  has  met  botli  active  and  passive

resistance.

The  Communist  Purge

Opposition  within  tlie  Party  has  been  ruth]essly

stamped  orit.  During  tlie  1980's,  a series  of  purge

trials  destroyed  all  witliin  tl'ie  Party  wlio  liad  at

any  time  belonged  to an opposition  group.  Tl'ie

victims  of t.l'ie  1936-88  Moscow  trials  were  t.hs

founders  of  tlie  new  state.  Yet  they  confessed

treason  and  membership  in  a plot  to  restore  capi-

talism  in  Russia,  slandered  tliemselves,  and  glori-

fied  Stalin.  The  trials  consolidated  Stalin's  power

and  position,  and  tliey  drew  tlie  attention  of  tlie

Soviet  people  away  from  their  own  liardsbips.

In  tlie  free  world,  t}ie  trials  were  viewed  as a

mockery  of  justice  and  legal  procedure.  But  they

served  Stalin's  purpose  of  doing  away  with  any

wlio  l'iad  opposed  or  wlio  might  oppose  him.

It  would  be a serious  mistake  to suppose  that

since  1917  all  or  most  Soviet  citizens  lxave  actively

or  passively  resisted  their  bosses.  It  worild  be an

equally  bad  mistake  to  suppose  tliat  no  one  but  the

bosses  had  ever  profited  from  t.be new  regime  and

its  clianges.  Tlie.se  could  be dangeroris  mistakes

for  us to make  becarise  thev  would  lead  to  tl'ie

serious  error  of  underestimating  the  actual  and

potential  strength  of  an  enemy.

Winning  Support  of  the  People

A  study  of  tlie  liistory  of  tlie  Communist  regime

in  tlie  USSR  will  reveal  tliat  many  Soviet  citizens

have  liad  new  opportunities  since  1917.  Tlisz

have  not  in  any  sense  been  equal  opportunities  for

Soviet  labori  Women  go  to  work  in  the  fields  (left)  while  the  collecfivist  nuri-

ery  cares  for  their  babies.  Right:  Slave  laborers  build  the  White  Sea  Canal.
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L/Ri Old Bolsheviki Stalin, Rykov, Kamenev, Zinoviev in 1925.
In the purge  trials of the 1 930!s, Smlin liquidated all the others.

all.  More  millions  have  been deprived  of all
opportunity,  ixicluding  even the chance of bare
survival.  But  those  people  wlio  liave  been given
chances  to better  themselves  were  told  that  such
opportunities  never  came  to ordinary  people  wlio
lived  under  other  systems  or gove,rnments.  Tlxis
is simple  deceit,  but  Malenkov  and  his  government
would  eventually  be  forced  out of business  if
they  could  no longer  use deceit  and  force.  Also
there  are  other  factors  : many  Soviet  citizens  bave
carried  on only  because  liuinan  beings  are  unwill-
ing  to give  up even  wlien  life  is miserable,  axid
many  have,  fallen  along  the  way.  But  there  are
others  who  believe  that  their  masters  liavs  earned
their  gratitude  and  loyalty.

The  Con'imunist  regime  lias  gained  two  impor-
tant  advantages  by giving  opport.unities  to some
Russian  families  that  never  had tliem  before.
First,  it  has  acquired  tlie  highly  trained  personnel

it  must  have  in order  to keep  going.  Second,  by
giving  able  persons  opportunities  to  use their  abil-

ities, it lias taplied  reservoirs  of national  strength
tliat  tlie  old  Czarist  regime  largely  ignored.  In
this  way  the  Communists  have  not  only  recruited
the  specia.lists  tliey  need  ; tliey  also  liave  made  sure
tlxat  these  specia.lists  liave  good  reason  to be loyal
to the  Party.

Let  it be clearly  understood  that  tlris  group
which  "never  liad  it  so good"  is a minority-per-

haps  1 out  of 10 Soviet  citizens.  But  the total
Soviet  population  is about  210 million,  and  even
if  only  1 out  of  every  10  belonged  to  the  privileged
minority,  tliat  would  make  21 million  people  wlio
liad  reason  to be actively  loyal  to the  Communist
regime.  Tbs  majority  of tlxe Soviet  people  do
not  have  eitlier  privileges  or  opportunities.  What
most  Americans  regard  as necessities  in  tl'ie  way
of food,  clothing,  and  shelter  are,  to most  of  the
Soviet  people,  hixuries  beyond  their  reach.  More-
over,  tlie  Soviet  people  liave  never  known  the  peace
and sectnity  tliat  we nornnally  t,ake for  granted.
But  tliis  majority  can  be pretty  well  led  and  con-
trolled  by tlie  91 million  or so who  liave  a real
stake  in  tlie  regime,  for  these, pe.ople  hold  tbe  posi-
tions  of  leadersliip  aaxd authority.

One  of  the  built-in  characteristics  of  the  Com-
munist  system  is thait  it  depends  on tensions  to
keep  people  in  line.  Eve.r  since  1917,  the  peoples
i'uled  by thei Kremlin  have  been  forced  to live  in
a state  of national  emergency  sucli  as we ha.ve
lmown  only  in times  of all-out  war.  Now  arid
tlieai  some  of  tlxe tensions  liave  been  temporarily
relaxed,  as they  we,re 80011  afte,r  8talin's  dsath.
Bud  the  tensions  liave  never  been  entirely  removed,
nor  liave  a.ll tensions  ever  been  relaxed  at  the  same
time.  These  tensions  are  shown,  of  course,  in  the
systematic  avid planned  use of terror-the  con-

L/Ri  MolaAov,  Voroihilov,  kria,  Malankov,  two  unidentified
guards,  Bulganin,  Khrushchev,  Kagamvich,  Mikoyan  at  Stalin's  bier.



sta.nt  tlireat  of  the  secret  police-and  by  such  liarsh

laws  as the  one  that  makes  absence  from  work  a

criminal  offense.  Tliey  are  also  sliown  by  the  war-

like  language  used  to  sprir  people  on  to  work

harder  and  longer-((Afobjl4:ze  for  the  spring

planting  !"-i'Win  tlie  battle  of  the  grain  harvest

But  ffommunist-created  tensions  now  involve

the  whole  world  and  la.nd  tlis  problem  squarely

in  o'wr  laps.  Tliis  situation  leads  ris back  to  Marx

and  Engels.

SOVIET  COMMUNISM  AND  THE FREE

WORLD

Marx  and  Engels,  as we  liave  seen,  raised  tlie

banners  of  wliat  tliey  called  the  class  wa.r.  Tliey

also  declared  that  classes  were  int.ernational-tliat

tlie  world  was  divided  not  between  Germans  and

Frenchmen  and  Britisliers,  but  between  the

"liaves"'  and  the  ('have-nots."  In  other  words,

Ma.rx  and  Engels  said  in  effei  that  tliere  were  9

worlds,  and  tliat  there  would  be !2 worlds  until  1

sawallowed  or  destroyed  the. other.  Tliese  teach-

ings,  along  with  others,  were  imported  into  Rus-

sia  by  Pleklia.nov,  Lenin,  a.nd  lesser  leaders.  There

they  took  on  a speeia.l  Russia.n-or  Soviet,-

mea.ning.

Originally,  Lenin  and  his  associates  did  not  be-

lieve  that  the  Communists  could  seize  and  hold

power  in  one  country  only.  Lenin  himself  said,

"We  are  living  not  only  in  a state,  but  in  a system

of  states  and  the  existence  of  tlie  Soviet  Republic

side  by  side  with  imperialist  (capitalist)  states  for

a long  period  is unthinkable.  At  the, end  either

one  or  the  other  will  win."

At  present,  Soviet  leaders  speak  of  the  world

as being  divided  into  "tlxe  imperialist  and  anti-

democratic  camp"-meaning  the  free  world-and

('tits  anti-imperialist  and  democratic  camp,"  which

is tlieir  double-talk  way  of  describing  themselves

and  tlieir  satellites.  True,  the  Soviet  Communist

leaders  still  talk  about  what  they  call  "peaceful

co-existence"  and  "the  possibility  of  the  peaceful

settlement  of  all  disputes."  But  they  also  say,  in

so many  words  : "The  fate  of  the  world  will  ulti-

mately  be decided  by  the  outcome  of  tlie  inevitable

struggle  between  the  two  camps."  When  will

this  decision  be made?  Tliey  liaven't  named  any

special  year,  but  they  liave  publicly  stated  tliat

('. . . the  second  lialf  of  tlie  90th  century  will  see

tlie  complete  victory  of  Communism  tliroughout

the  world."

' ;';7
4N, sk.

The USSR is now  second  in steel  production  (top).  Soviet  industry

stresses  arms  for  world's  largest  military  machine  (center,  bottom).
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So far  as we can  tell,  tlie  men  wlio  say such

tliings  do  so because,  in  tlie  first  place,  tliey  believe

wliat tliey are saying. Tliis belief is liart  of wl-uit
tbey  ii'ilierited  from  Marx  and  Engels,  tlxrouglr

Plekhanov  and  Lenin  and  Stalin  and  others.

Lenin  and  liis  suceessors  liave  always  believed  that

tlieir  ('capitalist enemies,"  as they  call us, will

dJ.roy  tliem  unless  tliey  can destroy  the  "cap-

italist  enemies"  first.  Tliis  belief  tbey  lxave  at-

tempted  to  pass  on  to  tlieir  subjects.  Tliat  is wliat

is back  of  tl'ie  "Hate  America"  campaign,  whicli

liii,s  -been going  full  blast  for  tits  past  several  years.

As we liavs  said,  the  Russian  leaders  probably

believe  wbat  tl'iey  are  saying.  But  w}iet.lier  tliey

do or  not,  tlie  campaign  serves  a useful  purpose

from  t.lieir  point  of  view.  It  gives  tliem  a way  of

explaining  and  justifying  tlie  constant  state  of

emergency  tliey  are  imposing  on  tlie  Soviet  people.

It  is ii way,  and  an effect.ive  one,  of  keeping  tl'ie

liressure on tlieir  people to work lxarder, to sacri-
fice  more,  and  to  follow  tl'ie  bosses'  ordets  ivitbout

question.

TO SUM UP

Tbis  sliort  account  of  l'iow  Conununism  came  to

Baissia  lias  shown  several  tliings.  It  lias  sliown

tliat  Comnuuxism  got  it.s clxance  in  Russia  because

tlxe old  government  and  tl'ie  old  social  and  eco-

nomic system liad collapsed. It  collal:ised mostly
for  reasons  tliat  had  little  to do witli  Marx  or

Lenin  or  tlie  Comnuinist  moven'ient.  But  Lenin

was  quick  t.o see tlie  opportunity,  quick  to take

advantage  of  every  break  that  came  }iis  way,  and

skillful  in  forcing  tlie  breaks.

The  Communists  liad  no  large  following  in

Russia  in 1917.  Tliey  were  a small,  detern'iined

group  of professional  revolutionaries  wlio  won

and  lield  power  by  their  energy,  rritlilessnsss,  and

devotion  to  their  cause.

The  Communists  promised  much,  and  they  ac-

tually  achieved  only  a small  part  of  what  they

luaomised. Tliey made Russia into w graat indus-
trial  power and made oliliortunities  availa.ble to
tlie few wlio ivould coolierate witli t}ieni. But
many  of  their  promises  were  lies,  and  the  price

of  tlieir  acliievements  )ias  been  tlre  complete  en-

slitvement of tlie Russiim lieolile  to tlie few men
svlio  run  tlie  Connnunist  Party.'

Filially,  )iou  have  seen  liow  Afarx's  itxid  Engels'

idea  of  a world-wide  working-class  revolution  lias

been  adapted  to  fit  tlxe  aims  of  Soviet  iniperia}ism,

so that  Sosiiet.  conuminism  today  is a tlireat  to  tlie

entire  world."

Tliere  is no sliort  and  sin"iple  answer  to this

threat.  All  tltis  pamplilet  lias  ain'ied  to do  is to

give  yori  a better  ruiderstanding  of  liow  commu-

nism  can-ie  to Russia  ancl  lioiv  it  lias  clianged  tliat

corintry.

IYnowing  tliese  facts,  )iou  liave  a better  ruider-

standing  of  lioiv  t.lie Comnuuiists  are  seeking  to

acliieve  tlteir  goal  of  ivorld  domination.

' For  11 niore  detiiiled  aceorint  of liow  the  Communist  Party

controls  the  Soviet  people,  see the  pamphlet  Hrnc  the  8ovAet
People  Are  Ruletl,  in tliis  same series.

"For  a more  detailed  treatment  of international  communism,

see tlie  pamphlet  International  Oommunirim:  Its  TeacMnga,

Mms,  ana  Alethoaa,  in this  same  series.
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A.  Ruling

serfs  in  1861.

B. The  industrial  revohit.ion  increased  greatly

the  number  of  city  workers.

C. Labor  unions  and  otliers  opposed  the  govern-

ment.

1. Plekhanov-and  his  Marxist  followers.

9. Menslievik  and  Bolshevik  branclies  of  the

Russian  Social  Democratic  Party.

D. Lenin  became  tlie  leader  of  the  Bolsheviks.

1. Plekbanov  influenced  Lenin  to  study  Marx

and  Engels.

'f2,. Lenin  developed  his  followers  into  disci-

plined  revolutionaries  seeking  to  overthrow

Czarism.

E. The  1905  Revolution.

1. Not  planned  or  directed  by  any  one  group.

9. It  did  not  solve  basic  problems.

F. Tlxe  1917  Revolution,

1. World  War  I  brought  the  collapse  of  the

Czarist  government.

2. Tlie  Kerensky  government  assumed  power

after  tlie  fall  of  the  Czar  in  Marcli.

Conservative  group,  not  in  contact  with

b. Had  allied  sripport  but  no  real  authority.

Petrograd  Soviet  was  rival  of  I(erensky

a. Made  up  of  worker,  soldier,  and  peasant

representatives.

b. In  close  contact  witlx  the  masses.

Ill. THE COMMUNISTS  TAKE OVER

A. Lenin  first  got  control  of  Petrograd  Soviet.

B. Confusion  and  weakness  of  Provisional  Gov-

ernment  enabled  Bolsheviks  to  seize  power.

C. From  cities,  Bolsheviks  moved  out  to force

their  rule  on  all  througli  a series  of  revolutions.

IV. THE COMMUNISTS  CONSOIIDATE  THEIR

POWER

A.  Force,  terror,  persuasion,  deceit  were  used  by

Communists  to  win  control.

B. Opposition  was  suppressed  brutally.

C. The  New  Economic  Policy  instituted  to

increase  production.

D. Eitalin  continued  STREWS on internal  develop-

ment,  began  first  5-year  Plan  in  1998.

1. Agriculture  collectivized,  kulaks  liqui-

dated.

9. Drive  to  indusThrialize  the  nation.

E. Economy  transfgrmed  from  agricultural  to

industrial.

F. Purges  in  1930's  removed  internal  opposi-

tion.

G. Support  of  people  won  by  giving  opportu-

i'iity  to  some  wlio  never  had  it  before.

H.  System  uses  tensions  and  emergencies  to

keep  people  in  line.

V. SOVIET  COMMUNISM

WORLD

AND  THE  FREE

A. Conflict  with  free  world  held  inevit.able.

B. This  is justification  for  the  permanent.  state

of  emergency  under  which  people  live.

Vl. SUMMARY

A. The  Communists  gained  power  in Russia

becauss  tlie  old  system  collapsed  and  Lenin  was

skillful  in  taking  advantage  of  tlie  breaks.

B. Communists  were  few,  but  tliey  were  deter-

mined  iuid  fai'iatic,  aborit  their  cause.

C. Communist  promises  liave  con'ie  true  to  only

a sma.ll  extent.

D. Tlie  ideas  of  Marx  and  Engels,  adapted  by

tbe  Soviets,  liave  emerged  as a communist  inipe-

rialism  menacing  tl'ie  world.
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