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rmuiism.  He  made  tliis  plain.  In  effect,  118 was

speaking  for  tlie  record,

('Tliere  were  times  duri:i'ig  tlie  trial,"  118 told  tlie

six,  "wlien  I  felt  yori  just  despised  capitalists  and

brass  liats  because  you  werei-i't  one of tlxem.  I

liave  discarded  tliat  tlioriglit.  Tliis  morning  I'm

giving  you  tlie  benefit  of saying  you  believe  in

yorir  cariffe,  but  wlietlier  yo'i  do or not  is imma-

terial,  for  tliat  carise  l-ias so ei'igrilfed  yorir  tliink-

ing,  so cl,on"iinated  yorir  every  i-i'iove  to tlie  extent

tbat  five  of  yo'i  took  tlie  stand  and  lied  aborit  wliat

yori  believe  because  you  tliouglit  tlie  end  jristified

tlie  i'i'ieai'is. . . . Yori  really  tliink  yori  are  martyrs.

But  you're  not  going  to jail  for  yorir  belief.  . . .

Yori're  going  to jail  be,cause  you  want  to force

those  beliefs  on  otliers.  . . . As  I  said  to  yori  in  tlie

cliarge,  yori  can believe  anytliing-even  tliat  we

origl'it  to  liave  a monarcli  in  this  country-but  yori

ca:ii't  force  tliose  beliefs  on others  by force  and

violence.  So you're  not  martyrs-yori're  goats-

and  Russian  goats  at tliat."

In tliis pamliMet  we sliall  take a look at tl'ie
Connmuxists  in  non-Comnuuiist  countries,  because

it is botli  more  important  and  more  difficult  to

understand  wliy  people  become  Con'in'iunists  i:i'i

free  countries  tlia.i'i  in tliose  a.lready  rinder  tlie

Communist  yoke.



tinction  between  tlie  "liard  core"  of  fanatic,  dedi-

cated  Communists  and  tlie  rank-and-file  Party

members,  niany  of  wliom  leave  tbe  Party  after  a

few  years.

Tlie  liard  core  is mllCll  the  same  tlie  world  over.

In  tbis  grorip  are  tlie  leaders  of  tlie  national  Com-

nuimist parties,  whose  nan"ies  yori  often  see in  tlie

ne'svspapers.  Tliey  are  tlie  key  men  of  tlie  Party.

I-Iere  also  are  tlie  ruiderground  Communists,

wliose  names  yori  never  see and  wllO  are  ruiknown

even  to  most  members,  r'inless  tliey  are  exposed  or

leave  tlie  Party  and  reveal  tlxeir  forn'ier  n'iember-

sliip.  Tlie  underground  inclrides  espionags  agents

and  tliose  wlio  keep  tl'ieir  Party  membersliip

secret  in  order  to -join  non-Comnuutist  organiza-

tions for tlxe lirirpose  of maneuvering tlie Com-
munist  Party  into  control  of  tliem.

Tlie typical,  lirofessional  Conununist joined the
Party  as a yoruig  man  becarise  lie  was  deeply  dis-

satisfied  witli  tlip  world  aroruxd  liim.  I{B  had

eitlier  lost  or  never  lxad  a religioris  faitli.  He  saw,

ai'icl  :inay  liave  experienced,  soi'i'ie  of  tlie  injustices

tliat  exist  in  any  in'iperfect  lnunan  society.  He

read  Karl  Marx  and  Lenin  a'i'id discovered  a

"science" tliat  told liin'i  caliitalism  was tl'te cause
of  all  injustice.  For  liin'i,  it  was  v satisfactory

('science"  ; lie  accepted  its  expla'iiations  of  every-

tliing  tliat  had  ever  liappened  and  worild  liappen

in  tlie  future.  Tlie  Communist  scriptrires  de-

clared  to  liim  tlxat  tlie  evils  of  capitalisn'i  are  a basic

part  of  tlie  system  and  cannot  be corrected  by

refori'i'is.  A  revoltition  of  tbe  working  class  was

necessary,  according  to Red  doctrine,  to  sweep

away  tlie  wliole  social  and  economic  systen"i,  bring

aborit  a Comnuuiist  state,  and  create  a world  of

]llSflee  allCl  peace.

Tlie  yoruig  recrriit  learnecl  tliat  to  bring  aborit

tlxis  society  reqriired  complete  dedication  to the

ciruse,  and  lie  was  tlirilled  by  tlie  tl'iouglit  of  join-

ing  in  a movenient  that  involved  da'i'iger  and  self-

sacrifice,  bt'it  'would  resr'ilt  i:i'i  a new  "lieave:ii  o:ii

eartli."

Wliittaker  Chanibers,  in  liis  book  TT7:tness,"  de-

scribes  liis  conversion  to  comnuuiism  in  lf)!25  wlxen

lie was  a strident  at Cohunbia  University.  He  liad

bee:ix to  Erirope  and  see:i'i tlie  destrriction  and  misery

carised by World  War  I.  He  believed  a second

world'war  was  coming.  Tlie  world  seemed  to  liin'i

to  be dying.  After  reading  Karl  Marx  and

especially  some  of tlie  works  of  Lenin  and  otlxer

" Randoni  House,  Inc.,  New  York,  1052.
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leaders  of  tlie  Rrissiai'i  :Revohition,  lie  concluded-

tliat  communism  was  tlie  o:ixly  practical  answer  to

wliat  he called  tlie  ('crisis  of  the  20th  cei'itury.i'

I-Ie  justified  to  liin'iself  tlie  rise of  terror  and  die-

tatorslxip  to  defend  tlie  socialist  rsvohitioi'i.  Here

are  liis  words  :

"Tlie  ultimate  clioice  I made  was  not  f6r

tlieory  or  party.  It  was  . . . a choice  against

deatlx  and  for  life.  I  asked  only  tl-ie  privilege

of serving  bun'ibly  a:iid selflessly  tliat  force

wliicb  fron-i  deatli  COIIICI evoke  life,  tliat  might

save  . . . ivliat  was  savable  in  a society  tbat  liad

lost  tlie  will  to  save  itself.  I  was  willing  to  ac-

cept  conumuiism  in  wliatever  terms  it  presented

itself,  to follow  tlie  logic  of  its  coruase  wlierever

it  miglit  lead  me,  and  to  suffer  t.be  penalties  witlx-

out  wliicli  notliing  in  life  can  be acliieved.  For

it  offered  n"ie wliat  notbing  else  in  the  dying

world  had  power  to  offer  at  tlie  san'ie  intensity-

faitli  and  a vision,  sometliing  for  wlxicli  to  live

and  sometliing  for  wliicli  to die.  It  de:it"ianded

of  me tliose  tbings  wliicli  liave  always  stirred

what  is best  in  men-corirage,  poverty,  self-

sacrifice,  discililine,  intelligence,  my life,  and,
at  :iieed,  my  death."

Tlie  individual  wlio  completely  surrenders  liim-

self  to comnuuiism,  as if  to  a religion,  soon  learns

to  accept  all  of  its  dogmas  witlior'it  question.  Tliose

lie  doesn't.  ruiderstand  lie  takes  on  faitli.  For  liim,

tlxe  Soviet  leaders  are  tlie  only  true  interpreteffis

of  tlie  faitli.  From  the  mon'ient  a person  joi:its

tlie  Party,  lie is phi:iiged  into  so n-iucli  activity

tliat  he ltas  no tin'ie  to tliink  for  hin'iself.  New

men'ibers  lv]10  SllOw  pron-iise  tlirougli  energetic  car-

rying  out  of  assigned  tasks  and  acceptance  of  dis-

cipline  rise  liiglier  in  tlie  organization.

Soon  tlie  Comn-iunist  Party  becomes  tlieir  WIIOIB

life.  All  tlieir  friends  are  Comnuuiists,  and  tliey

are  cut  off  froi'i'i  the  oritside  world  in  spirit,  if  not

in  flesli.  For  tliey  are  tlie  cliosen  few  wlio  are

destined  to  lead  tlie  revolution.

Since  tlie  dedicated  Con'inuuiist  lias  srirreiidered

liis power of indeliendent  jridgn'ient  to liis  leaders,
Ixe accepts  the  Party  dog.ina  tlia(,  tlie  Soviet  Union,

as tlie motlierland  of con'ununism,  must  be de-

fended  and all  of its  policies  approved.  He  learns

to view  and judge  tlie  U, S. S. R. in  a different

way  froxi'i  otlier  corintries.  He  knows  tliat  all  is

not perfect  tliere  ; but  lie  believes  tliat  is becar'ise

tlie  U. S. S. R. is faced  by  liostile  capitalist  co'in-

tries  that  seek to destroy  it.  For  tliat  reason,



every good Comnuunst nuist lxell':i to strengtlien
the.  Soviet  Ui'iion  a'i'id  do  all  in  liis  power  to  weaken

t:jie  forces  opposed  to  it.

Tlie  wliolly  indoctrinated  Comn-iruiist  lias

learned tliat  there is n6 l"ilace  in tl'ie Communist
Party  for  pity  or or'itside loyalties. He accel-its tlie
twists  ajnd turns'  of tlie  Party  lii'ie  and  jristifies

tliem  as clever  tactics  planned  by  the  all-wise  lead-

6rs  in  the  Kren-ilin.  He  judges  every  actio'it  coldly

in  tlie  liglit  of  wlxet.lier  it  serves  tlxe  Party.

He  leari-is  skill  in deception,  skill  in manipri-

lating  ruisuspecting  people  for  Party  purposes.  It

becomes  easy  for  liim  to say one tliing  a'iid  n'iean

anotlier,  to lie,  and  to commit  treason  against  liis

coruitry,  and  to  become  a spy  for  tlie  Soviet  Union.

Tlie  liabit  of  ol+edience  becomes  second  nature,

to  liin'i.  He  accepts  ai'iy  task,  no matter  liow  dis-

tasteful  to liis  private  feelings.  I-Ie  will  go any-

wliere  l'ie is ordered  to go at a .iiqoment's  notice,  to

anotlier  city  or anotlxer  country.  He  will  accept

any  sacrifice-persecrition,  impriso:iunent,  exile,

evei'i  deatli.  ljTorst  of  all,  lie  lias  accepted  tlis  cor-

' rriptiox'i  of  liis  o'ssai'i cliaracter,  of  wliicli  l'ie 'inay  or

lllFt7  110t beCOllle  a'area
Tliis  liard-core  Comnnu'iist  lias  alni6st  ceased  to

be a lnunan  being.  Ex-Con'inuu'iists  have  told

liow  men'ibers  'WIIO moved  into  tlie  inner  Party

lrecame  lxard,  rutl-iless,  cold,  and  remote.  lVhat-

ever  idealism  tliey  liad  wlien  tliey  joined  tlie  Party

became  warped  and  twisted  i'iito  sometliing  very

close  to cynicism.  For  at tlie  top,  the  ideal  of

social  jr'istice  long  ago disappeared  i'ixto  cot-i'xplete,

subservience  to  tlie  will  of  tlie  Con'imunist  masters

in  tlie  Kren'ilin.

But  tlie  deep-dyed  Communist  wlio  lias  given  liis

life  to  tlie  Party  may  not  admit  tliis  to lii:iq'iself.

,He  lives  in  a closed  world  in  wliit,h  all  good  is

witliin  the  Party,  and  tlie  world  oritsids  is all  evil.

XVlxat  promotes  comrmuiism  is good  ai'id  is not  to

be judged  by  tits  moral  standards  of  tlie  oritside

world.  He  is in  a war  agaii'ist  that  world,  and  in

tliat  war all means are fair  tliat  will  liell:i to defeat
tlie  enemy.  If  liis  conscience  ever  troribles  lxin'i

for  tlie  lies  lie  tells  and  tlie  deceptions  lie  prac-

tices,  lie  stifles  it under  tlie  liard  sbell  of  faitli  in

tlxe leadersliip  of  tlie  Soviet  Union.  Tliis  faitli

lias  becon'ie  liis  second  skin.  His  i'iakecli'iess  witli-

orit  it  is too  painful  to  contemplate.

It  is possible  tl'iat  tliere  n'iay  be some  liard-core

Comnnuxists  wlio  liave  lost  tlieir  illusions  about

tlie  Party  but  remain  loyal  to  it  becarise  they  lxave
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becoi'iie  completely  corrupted  and  enjoy  tlxe  sense

it  gives  tliem.

Party

Do  any  of  tliese  liard-core  Con'ununists  ever

leave tlie Party  except by exluilsion from it  ? Tlxe
ansiif,er  is,  yes,  some  clo.  Of  corirse,  according  to

Party  rriles, a toli member never resigns from tlxe
Party-lie  is kicked  out,  and  in  Conununist-ruled

countries  lie  may  l'+e executed  as well.  But.  tl'iere

liave  been  a nmnLier  of  iniportant  Party  members

ii-Jio,  after  a long  period  of  doribt  aborit  tbe  aims

a'i'id practices  of tlie  Party,  were  fina]ly  disil-

lusioned  enough  to  get  oiit.

Wliittaker  Cliambers,  ivliose  conversion  to  €0111-

.inunism  was  described  ear]ier,  was  a loyal,  trristed

Party  member  for  12  years.  I-Ialf  of  tliose  years

lie spent  in  working  to ol+tain  secret  U. S. Gov-

ernment  docrunents  for  Soviet  agents.  Connnent-

ing  aborit  liis  n-ioment  of  cliange,  Cliambers  said:

"I  can  no  longer  retrace  witli  certainty  tlxe  stages

of  my  inner  eartliqriake  or  distinguisli  its  succes-

sive  shocks.  I  did  not  know  wliat  lxad  lxap-

pened  to  n'ie.  I  denied  tlie  very  existence  of  a soul.

But  I  said  : (Tliis  is  evil,  absoliite  evil.  Of  this  evil

I an'i a part.'  "  And  fron'i  tliat  n'ioment  :be was

no longer  a Connminist,

Otber  sin'iilar  "clianges  of  lieart"  could  be  cited

from  coruitries  on  botli  sides  of  tlxe  Iron  Curtaixi.

I-Iowever,  as we  worild  expect,  tliere  is far  less  de-

fection  from  tlie  Con'imunist  Party  by  Party  lead-

ers  and  ruiclergroruid  agents  tlian  by  rank-and-file

members.  Tlie  leaders  are  more  tliororiglxly  indoc-

trinated,  and  tlieir  commitment  to  tlie  Party  is

deeper. Tlireats of liersecritio:i'i and blackmail  by
tlie  Party  against  tliose  wlio  miglit  be tempted  to

break  aivay,  and  tlie  difficulties  of  starting  a new

life  oritside,  keep  some  in  who  would  leave  if  tliey

clarecl.

Since most of ris have l'+robably :ixever seen or
known  a Conununist,  liere  are  a few  findings  tliat

aliply to Communists in general. Tliese sliould
lielp us get a persliective on tlie n'iovement in re-
lation  to its  rank-and-file  members.

First,  n'iost  memliers  join  tlie  Party  wlxen  tliey

are  yoruig-usually  in  tlieir  late  teens  and  early

twenties. Tlxe Party's  greatest alipeal  everywliere
is to tliose  yori'iig  peop]e  wlio  liave  not  yet  fori'iid

meaning  and  direction  for  tlieir  lives.

Second,  tliere  is a very  liigli  trirnover  in  Party

memliership,  mitny  staying  in  only  !2 or 3 years.

In  tlie  United  States,  for  example,  it  lias  been  esti-

mated  tliat  Too,ooo persons  liave  joined  and  left

tlie  Communist  Party  since  it  was  forrnded  in  1919.

Peak  menibersliip  was  100,000  ; today  tltere  are  less

tlian  25,000  members.  Ill  coruitries  like  France

and  Italy,  ivliicli  have  litrge  parties,  tliere  is con-

stant  movement  iyito  and  orit  of  tlie  Party.

Tliird,  n'iost  niembers  are  not  indoctrinated  in

Marxism  or  in  tlie  real  aims  of  tbe  Conununist

Party  before  tliey  join  it.  In-imediately  after

joining,  tl'ie  recruit  is draivn  into  activities.  TIIIIS

lie is made to feel a liart  of  tlic  Party,  even tlxouglx
lie  cloes  not  rmderstand  its  inner  workings  or  its

real  ain'is  and  purposes.  Later  lie  is given  all

kinds  of  slogans  tliat  are  supposed  t6  exp]ain  coni-

nnuiism  and  Ixis role  in  tlie  n'iovement.  I-Ie  learns

to repeat  tliese  slogans.  If  lie  rises  tlie  riglit  one,

lie  is  "on  tlxe  lyeam."  If  be  uses  tlie  wrong  one,  lie

is off.  Tlnis  most  Party  members  are  kept  busy

svitl'i  activities  and  slogans.

Some  men'iLiers  gradually  become  aware  of  tlie

real  prirpose  of  tlxe  Party  and  accept  it.  Tlxey  are

tliei'i  reacly  to  move  into  tlie  inner  Party  circle  and

join  tlie  liard  core  of  co:iispirators.  Or,  as in  tlie

case of  n'iany  rank-and-file  n'iembers,  tliey  n'iay

smell  a rat,  be repelled  by  tlie  smell  of  it,  and  start

on  tlie  patli  of  disilhisionment  tliat  takes  tliem  out

oj  tlie  Party.  Others  n'iay  simply  become  bored

and  drift  away  from  tlie  Party,  as- was  tl'ie  case

witli  niany  U.  S. Party  members.

Altliorigli  tlxe  ('fellow  traveler"  is  not  actaially  a

member  of  tlie  Connmuiist  Party,  lie  deserves  men-

tion  in  passing.  T-Is is  in  syn'ipatliy  witli  some,  if

not  all,  of  t.lie  aims  of  tlie  Con'in'iruiist  Party.  He

flits  arorind  tlie  Party  as a motli  does  aroruxd  a

candle  fliune,  and  sometimes  lie  gets  bruaned.  He

may  be a leader  in  some  Comnuuiist  "front"  or-

gai'iization,  or  he may  be active  in  otlier  fields  in

whicli  tlie  Connnunists  are  interested.  Regard-

less  of  liis  motives  or  intentions,  lie  performs  n'iany

acts  t.liat  lielp  tlie  Comn'iunists.

APPEALS  OF COMMUNISM

I-Tow can  a movement  tliat  demands  tlie  complete

surrender  of one's  individuality  appeal  to  tlie

niany  people  lvllO  liave  accepted  it!

Tlie  noted  Britisli  liistorian,  Arnold  J.  Toynbee,

gives  tlnaee answers  to  tliis  qriestio.ii.  He  says  tliat

tlie  Comnnuiist  movement  ('is  formidable  becarise
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it makes a liowerful  appeal to at least tliree dif-
ferent  publics.  It  appeals  (a)  to weaklings  wlio

long  for  clear-crit  and  aritlioritative  answers  to  all

questions,  botli  on n-iatters  of fact  ai'id  on issries

of conduct;  (b) to idealists  wlio  long  to devote

tliemselves to son'ie great sul:ira-personal  -public
cause  wbjcli  will  take  tliem  orit  of  tliemselves  ; ((!)

to  (natives'  wlio  long  to  find  a sliort  cut  to  catcliing

up  witl'i  tlie  West  in  material  efficiency  and  power.

Of  tliese  tliree  publics,  (7)) is influential  out  of

all  proportion  to its  llulnb8rS  ;  (a)  and  (C),  wliich

overlap,  include,  between  tliem,  tlie  great  i-i'iajority

of  tlie  luunan  race."  a

To tbese  tlxree  categories  of people  :inay  be

added  a fourth  : poverty-stricken  people  in  West-

ern  countries  who  liave  lost  liope  tliat  social  and

economic  conditions  u'i'ider  tlieir  governments  will

iml"irove.  For  many sucli people, tlie Con'in'iunist
Party  offers  an oritlet  for  protest  ctgajy'bst some-

tliing  ratlier  tlian a positive  program  for  some-
tliing.  Tliis  explains  mucli  of tlie  appeal  of

communisn'i  in  France  and  Italy.

l  In  analyzing  tlxe appeals  of  comnutnism  under

tl-iese classificatio.iis,  we must  remember:  motives

tliat  imliel  a person to act in a certain way are
seldom  sin'iple  and  clear  cut,  but  are  i.isually  mixed.

For  example,  some  of  tlie  maladjusted  individuals,

wliom  Toynbee  calls  weaklings,  may  also  be ideal-

ists,  and  tlieir  prirpose  in  joining  tlie  Commtuiist

'Party  may  combine  a desire  to escape  fron'i  tlieir

liersonal problen'is witli  a desire to riglxt tlie
world's  ills.  However,  for  orir  pwposs,  tliese  forir

classifications  are  a useful  guide  in  sortii'ig  orit  tlis

kinds  of  people  wlio  becon'ie  Comn'iruiists.

Tlie Maladiusted
Tlie  Comniunist  Party  in  tlie  United  States  of-

fers  tlie, best  example  of  comnuu'iism's  appeal  to

wliat  one writer  on tlie  sribject  calls  "da:tx'iaged

souls,"

Tliis  is in  part  becarise  tlie  U. S. Party  never

became  tlie  working-class  Party  it  tried  to  become

in  its  early  years.  Some  of  its  leaders  came  from

the  ranks  of  labor,  and  tlie  Con'imunists  did  gai'ix

control  of  some  labor  ruiions,  but  in  so doing  tliey

never  won  tlie  allegiance  of rai'ik-ai'id-file  union

n'iembers  to con'in"iru'iisn'i.  In  some  unions,  tliere

were  tliororigli  liousecleanings  wlie:ii  tlie  'i'i'iembers

finally  realized  wliat  liad  lxappened.  In  otliers,

S"'[!oynbee  Answers  Ten  Basic  Questions,"  Nexo  York  Times

Maga:4ne,  20 Fel+ruary  1055.

svhere Con'inuuiist  control  was  stronger,  loyal

men-ibers  d,ropped  orit.  Ai'iy  way  yori  look  at it,

connnu'i'iisn'i  :inade comliaratively  few converts
an-iong  tlxe workers  of tbe  United  States.  The

Cot-i'ii'i'iri:i'iist  appeal  to class  liatred  lias  little  mean-

ing  in tube United  States.  An  energetic  worker

can, and often  cioes, become a caliitalist  liin'iself. A
capitalist  may  lose everytliing  lie lias  ai'id  begin

again  as a worker.  Tlie  great  majority  of  workers

in  tliis  coruitry  liave  believed-ai'id  proved-that

tliey  could  acliieve  tlieir  goals  of nnproved  eco-

nomic  and  social  status  witliin  orir  den'iocratic,

capitalistic  system.

During  tlie  1980's  tlie  Party  did  attract  a num-

ber of men-ibers from  tits wliite-collar  and I-irofes-
sional occupations. Probably  most of tliem  joine3l

for idealistic  reasons, wliicb  will  be discrisse4 in
tlis  next  sectioi'i.  But  a :i'i'iunber  were  socially  mal-

adjristed  persons,  faihires  of one sort  or anotlier,

for  wliom  tlie  Party  seemed  to be the  a:iiswer  to

tlieir  persoi'ial  problei'i'is.

Same  U.  S. Party  n'ien'ibers  liave  beei'i  first-gen-

eration  Americans  ivlio  found  it  difficult  to  become

assii'i'iilated  into  American  life.  Often  tliey  were

in  conflict  witl'i  tlie  traditions  and  culture  of  tlieir

foreign-bor.i'i  parei'its.  Some  belonged  to  minority

gror'ips  wlio  felt  discriminated  against.  Tlieir

feeli:ixgs  of  insecurity  and  rejection  migl'it  be ex-

I:+ressed in a l'iostile, resentful  attitride  toward
society.  So tliey  joined  tlie  Conn'i'uuiist  Party,

vliicli  also liad a liostile,  destructive  attitri4e  to-
ward  society.  Tlie  Party,  wliicli  was an oritcast

in  An'ierican  life,  was  a i'iatural  liaven  for  some

individuals  wlio  felt  tliemselves  to be outcasts.

Tlie  Comnntnist  Party  lxas attracted  lonely  frus-

trated  yoru'ig  people  'uolio liave  difficrilty  making

friends.  Usually  unattractive,  unpopular,  and

lacking  liumor,  tliey  liave  foruid  comradesl'iip  in

tlie  Party.  It  l'ielps  to raise  tlieir  self-esteem,  ai'id

tliey  ei'ijoy  feeling  superior  to tlis  oritside  non-

Con'in'ir-tnist  world  wliere  they  were  so ru'iliappy.

Tlie  Party  welcomes  tliem  and  makes  tl'iem  feel

'iiseded.

Studies  of  tlie  family  backgrounds  of  nearly  800

a An-ierican  ex-Communists  lxave  revealed  a larger

tban  average  mu'i'iber  of  sriicides,  desertions,  and

divorces.  In  Same of  tl-iese cases tlie  Cot-i'in'iruiist

Party  seemed  to  offer  stability  and  roots  tliat  were

lacking  in  tlie  family,

Stridies  have  also  revealed  tliat  ntany  Comn'iu-

nists  are,weak,  subn'iissive,  dependent  persons,



is alivays  lyelligerent,  always  attacking  sometlxing,

always  defying  establislied  aritliority.  Hatred  is

:v dominant  en'iotion  in  communism.  And  in  tlie

eyes of Party  n'iemlrers  it  lias  :t'i'ioral  reasons  for

liate.  Tlirorigli  tlie  Party,  tlie  maladjusted  indi-

vidrial  wlio  is inwardly  rebellious  and  antago-

nistic towarcl society can vent his lyent-up resent-
ments  ivitliout  feeling  guilty.

The  Idealists

In  lxis book,  Where  We Came  (hit,4  Grai'iville

:FIicks,  aritlior  a'i'id former  teaclier,  lias  explained

wl-iy  a number  of  American  intellectaials  became

Comn"iunists  in  tlie  19:)O'S.  Tlie  grorip  for  wliich

lie slieaks  was not coi'i'iposed  of tlxe social misfits
and  failures.  By  and  large,  lie says,  "tliey  were

111€311 and  WOm(311 wllO  were  doing  well  in  tlieir  pro-

fessions  and  seemed  to be as stable  and  as liappy

in  tlieir  personal  lives  as tlxe ayerage  non-Com-

nnuxist."



Aiost  of  tliis  gror'ip  joined  tlxe Party  after  1!J85

wlie'ii  tlie  Conumuiists  promoted  the  Poprilar

Front  against  fascism,  and  tlie  Party  reaclied  its

liigliest  membership-100,000.  Before  tlxis,  liow-

ever,  tliere  were  some  factors  in American  life

and  in tlie  worlcl  situation  tliat  inc]ined  801110

young,  e(lucated  Americans  to take  a sympatlxetic

view  of  tlie  Soviet  experiment  witli  coinmunism.

First,  some  were  disilh'isioned  witli  events  tliat

followed  World  War  I,  wliicl'i  tlie  United  States

l'iad  entered  "to  make  tlie  world  safe  for  democ-

ritcy."  Many  Americans  viewed  tlie  Versailles

Peace  Treaty  and  tlie  failri-re  of  tl'ie  United  States

to join  tlie  League  of  Nations  as a betrayal  of  tbat

ideal.  Some  of our  young  :inen and  won-ien  be-

can'ie  arde:iit  pacifists.  Some  were  liigMy  critical

of a political  and economic  system  tliat  tliey

tlioriglit  produced  wars.

Second, during tbe I-+rosperoris  if)!20's, i'i few
young  idealists  were  alienated  fron-i  wliat,  to tliem,

seemecl  primarily  v  "big  business"  civilization.

Tliey  felt  tliat  tliere  were  more  important  tliings
I

in life  tlian  making  nioney.

Tlien  came  the  financial  crasli  of  1929,  followed

by a severe  depression,  with  millions  tlirown  out

of work.  Tliese  yoring  critics  liecan'ie  convinced

tliat  capitalism  liad  breken  down,  and,  like

13unpty  Dumpty,  corildn't  be put  togetlier  again.

Tliey  liad  beei'i  attracted  to socialism  in  tlie  twen-

ties  because  its  advocacy  of state  ownersliip  of

tbe  n'ieans  of  production,  to be acliieved  by  dei'i'io-

cratic  i'iqetliods,  seemed  reasonable  to tlxen'i.  But

tlie  socialist  program  no longer  seemed  aclequate.

To quote  Hicks:  "A  socialism  of deeds,  not  of

svords,  was  wlxat  we  were  looking  for,  and  it  was

true  tliat  tlie  Con'i.'muxists  were  active  ixi  every

strike  and  every  ruiemployment  den'ionstration  and

tbat  tliey  were  being  beaten  and  jailed  and  son'ie-

times  killed.  By  comparison  the  Socialists  seemed

tame  and  ineffectual."

At tliis  time,  abor'it  all  tbat  tl'iese  sympatliizers

witlx  comnnuiism  knew  about  tlie  Soviet  Union  was

tliat  tlie  Comn'iunists  lxad  taken  over  tlxe Govern-

ment and socialized tlie means of liroduction.
They  knew  tliat  tlxe U.  S. S. R. was  i'iot  a para-

dise,  but  tlioriglit  it was  doing  very  well.  Wliat

impressed  tl'iem  n'iost  was  tlxe Soviet  claim  tliat

tbere  was no unemployment  in tlie  U. S. S. R

%"bat  impressed  tliem  about  American  Con'in'iu-

nists  was  "tlieir  absolute  devotioxi  to tl'ie  carise."

Event  tliougb,  as Hicks  says,  "we  didn't  like  tliem

very  well  . . . tliey.  did  get resrilts,"  So  tlie

yortng  radicals  read-Marx  a'iid  Engels  ancl Lenin,

and  were  convinced  tliat  tliey  had  tlie  key  to

liistory.

It  was tlie  big  switcli  in  tlie  Party  line  in

1!)35  tliat  bror'iglit  n-iany  Coinnnuiist  sympatliizers,

including  Mr.  Hicks,  into  tlie  Party.  Hitler's

rise  to  power  and growi:i'ig  tlireat  prochtced  a

change  in  Soviet  tactics,  wbiclx  was  ei'iibodied  in

,tlxe concept  of  tlie  Popular  Front.  Cominunists

were told to cool'ierate witli any group  tliat was
figliting  fascism.  Tlie  U. S. Party  took  in  any-

one wlio wanted to join. It drolilied  its revolu-
tionary propaganda for nationalist proliaganda.
One  of  its  slogans  ivas  "Communisn-i  is 20th-cen-

tury  .Aiyiericanisn'i."  Con'nnunist  leaclers  quoted

tlxe Declaration  of Independence  and  said  com-

munism  was in the  tradition  of tlie  American

Revolffition.

I-Iicks  says,  "It  never  occurred  to me at tlxe time

tliat  tlie  new  line  was  really  a trick,  a device  for

streyigtliening  Soviet  foreigi'i  policy.  IVhen  I

joined  tlie  Party,  it  was  not  because  I wanted  to

11811) lu'issia, tlxorigli I had frie'iidly feelings  to-
ward  tlie  Soviet  Union  botli  as an example  of

working  socialism  and  as tlie  cliief  enemy  of  fas-

cism.  Nor  was  it  because  I  desired  tlie  overtluaow

of tlie  Govenurient  of tlxe United  States.  . . . I

joined  tlie  Party  becarise,  as a convinced  Afarxist,

I was in agreement  witli  wliat  I believed  to be

its  ultimate  aim-tlxe  socializatioi'i  of  tlie  means  of

production-and  especially  becarise  it  seemed  to be

leading  tlie  strriggle  against  fascism."  He  lxad

110  knoivledge,  lie says,  of Conununist  espionage

wliile  lie was  in  tlie  Party,  tliougli,  as lie and  all

of ris leari'ied  later,  some  American  Con'innuiists

were  at tliat  time  spying  for  the  Soviet  Union  in

orir  Government.

It  was tlie  Nazi-Soviet  nonaggression  pact  of

1939 tlxat oliened  tlie eyes of tliorisands of Party
.inembers  (including  Hicks),  liere  and abroad,

The  Party  leaders  in  every  co'intry  waited  to get

tlie  new  line  from  Moscow,  tlien  inunediately  n-iade

v riglit-aborit-face  and  callecl  a halt  to tlie  anti-

Fascist  crusade.  Tliis  was  an awful  sliock  to tl'ie

idealists  wlio  liad  accepted  tlxe mask  of  tlie  Party

for  its  real  face.  It  was  now  clear,  even  to  tlxem,

tliat the national Connnunist liarties  were com-
pletely  ruxder  tlie  domination  of  Moscow  and  tlxat

it  was  tlieir  primary  duty  to serve  tlie  interests  of

9



tlie  Soviet  Union.  The  idealists  liad  bee'it  plgyed
for  srickers,  and  most  of  tliem  knew  it.

"The  great  evil  of  comn'iunism,"  says  Hicks  110W,

"is  not tliat  it rises vicioris I:iersons,  as it sometimes
does,  but  tl-iat  it corrupts good  o:iqes. . . . Most, of
tliem,  fortrinately,  got  orit  of  tl'ie  Party  before  tliey
were.iliolly  corrupted, but not all."

Communism  xiever  again  liad  nutcli  of  an appeal

j@ American  i'iitellectuals,  e,ven during  the  period

of  tlie  Soviet-Ai-i'ierican  alliance  in  World  War  II,

Postwar  Soviet  policy  lias  reduced  its  appeal  prac-

tically  to tl"ie vanisliing  lioint.
This  stor.y,  witli  ixidividual  variations,  is the

story  of  i-iqany  forn'ier  Cot-iqnuuiists  in  n'iany  coun-

tries.  lit  tliere  remain  in  tlie, Party  everywliere

soi'iqe sincere  but  perverted  idealists  who  are  un-

able,  or  refuse,  to  facs  tlie  trutli  about  communism.

Tlie  longer  tliey  stay  in  tlie  Party,  tlie  stronger

their  faitl'i  grows  because  it  lias  become  tlieir  only

reasoi'i  for  living.

People  in  a Hurry  To  Catch  Up

In  Asia,  wl'iere  :inillions  of  people  live  in  great

poverty  and  illiteracy,  comn"iunism  lias  i'i'iade  son"ie

lieadway  ai'i'iong  tliose  wlio  are  looki:i'ig  for  a, sliort-

cut  to  more  food,  better  living  conditions,  and  in-

dustrial  develol:+ment. Asians are anxioris to catch
up witli  tlie  West,  and  some of tliem  are im-

patient.  Tl'iese  don't  want  to  wait  for  results

from  tlie  slow  ways  of  democracy.  Tl'iey  ars  fooled

by  tlxe Coi'iuminist  pro+"iiise  of  res'i'ilts  ton'iorrow-

not  a week  from  tomorrow.

Tliese  "people  in a lirirry"  see in tl'ie Soviet

Union  tlie  example  of a once-backward  coruxtry

tliat  becan'ie  a stroi'ig  industrial  coru'itry  in  a com-

paratively  short  time,  Tlisy  are  impressed,  too,

with  (:!omn'iunist  Cliina's  vigororis  efforts  in  tl'iat

direction.  Tlie  totally  plai'ined  economy  of  tliess

two  countries  appeals  to some  Asians  as tlie  oi'ily

efficient way to acliieve rapid  material  lirogress.
Most  Asiaxis  know  little  or notliing  of actual

coriditions  in  tlie  U.  S. S. B.-its  low  standard  of

living  after  88 years  of  comn'iruiisn'i,  a:i'id tlie  brutal

exploitation  of ths P801)18 by wliidx  industrializa-
tion  was accomplislied,  They  don't  know  aborit

tlie  forced  labor  camps.  Nor  do tliey  know  liow

little  freedom  tlie  ordinary  Soviet  worker  lias  wlio

is told wl'iers  lie  n'iust  work,  liow  many  liours,  and

how  much  pay  lie  will  receive.  He  lias  been  forced

to give  niost  of  liis  labor  to building  up lieavy

industry  and  producing  a huge  array  of arn'ia-

n'ients.  Tliere  lias  'been very  little  production  of

tlie  tl'iings  :i'ieeded  to make  life  better  for  tlie  or-

dinary  citizei'i.  And  lie  can't  afford  tliem  anyway.

The  n'iasses  of  Asians  are  unaware  of  tliese  facts.

Nor  do tliey  realize  tliat  Red  China  is industrial-

laZlallglallflleSalll8Wa7-
Tlxe al:ipeal of communism in Asia is strengtli-

ened  by  feelings  of  resentment  and  distrust  toward

the  'l'iTest  011 ths  part  of  maxiy  Asians.  These  feel-

ings  lxave  grown  out  of  tlie  years  wlien  most  of  tlxe

countries  of  Asia,  were  coloi'iies  in  empires  ruled

by  )'%restern  capitalist  powers.  Most  of tliess

former  Asia;n  colonies  became  independent  nations

after  World  WTar II.  But  tlie  old srispicions

linger,  and  today  some  Asians  express  fear  tliat

tlie  world's  strongest  capitalist  'iiation-tlie  United

States-worild  like  to doininate  tlie  Far  East  eco-

nomically.  As  tliey  see it,  colonialism  and  capital-

ism  are  tsvo  names  for  tl'ie  san'ie  thing  : eacplo4tatjon.

Asians  wlio  liold  sucli  fears  do not  understand

tliat  tlis  interest  of  tlie  United  States  in  aidii-ig

'iuiderdeveloped  coru'itries  is based,  not  on  a desire

to exploit  tliem,  hut  on a desire  to lielp  tliem

"catch  111) witli  tlxe West" as truly  free a'iid inde-
pendent  nations.  By  strengtliening  freedom  in

tlie rest of tlie world, we 11(!11) maintain  orir own
freedom,

Alo:iig  witli  distrrist  of  tlie  West  goes  an  ii'itense

nationalism,  wlxich  is natural  for  people  wlio  liave

so recently  become  independent.  Tlie  Conumuiist

movement  in  Indochina  gained  momentum  by  tak-

ing ul:+ tlie carise of national  independence. Fra'iice
refused  to grant  complete  i:i'idependence  to  tlie

tbree  Indocliinese  states  imn'iediately  after  World

WTar  II.  Tl'ie  Con'inuinists  of  Vietnant,  led  by  Ho

Chi Minli,  seized tl'ie, opportunity  to wliip  ill)  a
war  against  the  Frencli  and  non-Con'in'iru'iist

Vietnan'iese.

He  won  a following  an'iong  tlie  Vieti'iamese  ('in

a lxurry,"  not  bscar'iss  tbey  waxited  comnmnism-

most  of  tlien'i  didn't  know  wliat  comnnuiism  was  -

but  because  lie seemed  to be tbe  only  effective

figliter  for  independence.  He  concealed  from

tlien-i  tlie  k'itewledge'  tliat,  if  lie  won,  tliey  worild

be ruider  a crriel  dictatorsliip  tliat  took  orders  from

Peiping  and  Moscow.  Now  that  lie lias  taken

over  tlie  nortliern  lialf  of  tlis  country,  n':iore tlian

a lialf-n'iillion  Vietnamese  liave  fled  to tlie  soutli

to escalie  tlie l'iarsli rrile of tlie Con'umu'iists.
It  is  important  to  remember  tliat  tlie  Asian  Con'i-

nuinist  parties  are all  "nationaP'  parties  in  tlie
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sei'ise  tliat  tlie  leaders  and  members  are  Asians.

Tliere  is no outward  sign  of  foreig'ii  control.

But  tliere,  as in  the West,  tlie  liard  core  of

Communist  leadersliip  consists  of  persons  trai.iied

in  IAfoscow.  Tliey  are indoctrinated  Marxists,

trained  in  tlie  tecl'uiiques  of  revohition  by  military

action  a:iid  by  infiltration  ai'id  subversion.  Many

of  tl'iem  were  edricated  in Western  ruiiversities.

While  adn'iiring  and  envying  tlie  superior  tech-
:ixology  of  tlie  West,  tliese  Con'in'iruxists  are  filled

witli  blind  lxatred for  tlie  West.  Tliey  I-ilay  o:ii tlie
poprilar  tlieme  of  ('Asia  for  tlie  Asians,"  and  porir

orit  ei'idless  propaganda  against  ('U.  S. imperial-

ism"  and  their  Owll  governments,

At  tlie  same  tin'ie,  tlie  Communists  make  rosy

pron'iises-to  give  tlie  people  all  tliat  tliey  yearn

for-la:iid  to  tlie  landless,  more  food,  more  scliools,

lower  prices,  liiglier  wages,  lower  salaries  for

officials,  complete  eqriality-all  tliis  tlirougli

drastic  reforn'is  by  nationalizing  tl'ie  land  and  in-

clustries.

In  Ixidia,  tlie  Co'inmunist  Party  bas  an  estimated

i'i'iembersliip  of  zio,ooo. The  men"ibers  are  largely

city  ivorkers  and  young  people  wlio  struggled  liard

for  an education  ai'id  can't  find  jobs  suited  to  tlieir

training  and  abilities.  Away  from  tlie  traditional

security  of village  life  and  tlie  family  system,

tliese  riprooted  young  folk  find  another  kind  of

security  i:i'i tlie  Con'umuiist  Party.  It  offers  tliem

a stable  organization  ancl  grorip  activities,  as well

as dramatic  promises  for  a better  future.

In  tlie  villages  of India,  too,  tl'ie  Communists

liave  won  some  followers  amoi'ig  the  peasants  wlio

liave  not  yet  received  any  of  the  benefits  of  tl'ie

Government's  vast  land  development  prograi'i"i.

W71iere  it  lias  been  put  into  effect,  this  program  lias

considerable  success  to its  credit.  But  tbe  diffi-

elllfleS  are ellOrlllOllS  ill  a eOllllfI'7  aS Jar ,'B  aS IllClla,
wliere  poverty  is so deep a:ixd so widesliread.  The
Governn'ient  is making  pr6gress,  tlirougli  dei'iio-

cratic  i'i'ietliods  and  witli  tbe  aid  of  private  capital

and  foreign  assistai'ice,  in  improving  the  lot  of  the

Indian  people.  But  progress  is  gradual,  and

miracles  are  not  in  tl'ie  program.  Tlie  Cam-

munists  promise  :iniracles.  For  tlxe Indian  wlio

sees no prospect  for  better  conditions  in  liis  life-



tin'ie,  the Comn'iunists'  proit'iise  may  be like  tlie

proverbial  straw graslied by a drowning  n'ian.
Witli  local  variations,  tlie  situation  just  de-

scribed is tlie risual story of con-inuuiisn"i's  alipeal
in  otlier  underdeveloped  areas  of  tlie  world.  Tlie

i'iew  power  and  prestige  of  Red  Cliii;a  in  Asia  is

attra4ii'ig, as well as alarn'iing, son'ie of tlie fei'ice-
sitters-particularly  among  tlie  10 to 19 million

overseas  Cliinese  wlio  live  in  Soritlieast  Asia.

Protesters  Against  the  Way  Things  Are

Tliere  are  only  two  countries  in  tlxe free  world

wliere  tlie  Con'in'iunists  lxave  been able  to build

effective  mass  political  parties.  Tl'iey  are  France

and  Italy.

In  nat.ional  electio:i'is,  tlis  Frencli  Comnuuiist

Party  l)0118 more votes tliai'i any otlier  single l)O-
litical  party.  It  is kept  out  of  power  only  by a

coalitio'ii  of  several  other  parties  and  by  tlie  rtn-

willingness  of  still  otlier  parties  to  join  it  in  form-

ing  a government.

Tlie  Italiai'i  Con'ununist  Party  is tlie  largest

Comnuuiist  Party  in  tbe  free  world,  witlx  a mem-

bersliip  estimated  at  1,TO0,000.  In  voting  strengtli,

it is  second  only  to  tlie  Christian  Democratic

Party.

In  both  coruitries  tlie  Conununists  control  tl'ie

largest  trade-rinion  federations  and 1101Cl many

positions  of  power  in  local,  particrilarly  city,  gov-

ernments.  Tlieir  strengtli  comes  largely  from  tlie

ranks  of labor.  To understand  tlxis,  one mrist

ki'iow  something  about  tlie  political  and  economic

situation  in  tliose  countries.

Capitalism  lias  not  developed  in France  and

Italy  as it  l'ias in  tlie  United  States  wliere  orir

eco.i'ion-iy is freer, and-as  it lias exliai'ided and
prospered-tlie  workers  liave  received  an increas-

ing  sl'iare  of  tlie  Nation's  wealtli.  Tlie  An'ierican

workii'igmai'i  lias  a big  stake  in  our  economic  sys-

tem,  whicli  he lielped  to  create  a:iid  wliich  has  done

well  by  liinq.

Workers  in  France  and  Italy  liave  not  done  so

well.  Tlie  economies  of  these  war-ravaged  coun-

tries  were  oi'i the  verge  of collapse  after  WTorld

Wrar  II.  Witli  a transfusion  of  U. S. eco:ixomic

aid,  tlieir  industries  were  lielped  back  on tlieir

feet  and  today  are producing  :inore  tlian  ever.

But  wages  liave  rei'i'iaii'ied  very  low,  wliile  tlie  cost

of living  has 4oared.  In  Paris  in  lp54, tliere  were

workers  11TllO still  received  as little  as 80 to  35 cents

an liour, or aborit $60 a month. In Italy,  lioverty

is even  greater,  and  ' unemployment  is a serior'is

problem.

Tliere  are a munber of lieople in botlt  countries
wlio  liave  never  believed  in  democracy  and  liave

opposed  nuicli  i'ieeded  econon'iic  ai-id  social  reforms.

Class  distinctions,  wliicli  scarcely  exist  in  tliis

country,  are still  a reality  in  France  and  Italy.

Coi'iseqrie:iitly,  the  "class  strriggle"  of Marxist

tlieory  is accepted  by many  French  and  Italian

workers  as tlie  oi'ily  means  by  ivliicli  tliey  will  vin

t.lieir lylace in tlie sun.
Tll(I  labor  :inovement  in Fra:iice  before  'lVorld

'T'iTar II,  and  in  Italy  before  tlie  Fascists  cat"i'is  to

lioiver, was predominantly  Socialist and, to a
nnicli  less degree,  Con'inuuiist.  Tlie  Commi.inist

Party  in botli  countries  emerged  fron'i  tlie  war

'witl'i  considerable  poprilarity  and  prestige  because

of  its  n'iilitant  activity  in  undergror'tnd  resistance

movements  agaii'ist  tl'ie Gern'ians  in Fra'iice  and

against  tlie  Fascists  and  Germans  in  Italy.  Tlie

Party  WIIS  well  organized  and  liad  a program  of

action.  In  the  confusion,  misery,  at"icl, despair  of

tlie first  liostwar  years, tlie Comimuiist  Party  wo:i'i
its largest  men'ibersliip.  Altlioriglx  :it'iembersliip

' lias  been  declining  every  year  since  tlie:ii,  tlie  rin-

solved liroblei'i'i of lioverty  lias kept tlie Coi'i'i-
munist  vote  liigli.

In  France  and  Italy  tlie  Comm'i'inist  Party  is a

mass  organization,  with  a large  munber  of  ruiin-

doctrinated,  rinassimilated  n'iembers.  Most  of

tliem  are  Comnunxists  orit  of  protest  aga €qzst the

voay tongs  ctre ratlier  tlian  orit  of  a positive  be,lief

in  conqmunism.  Tliis  is tlie  reason  wliy  n'iany  11011-

Con-in'iruiists  vote  for  Comnuu'iist  candidates.

They  are  not  concerned  witli  tlie  loi'ig-rai'ige  goals

of con'in'iruiism,  wliich  tliey  would  disapprove  if

tliey  rinderstood  tliem,  but  witli  tlieir  own  long-

standing  grievances.  Tliey  liave  lost  liope,  and

some of tliem  are ready  to give  con'umuiism  a

cliance  to  prove  its  boasts  tliat  it  can  do better.

Unfortunately,  wide  disagreen"ient  among  tlie

varioris non-Con'in'iunist liarties of Francs and
Italy  aborit  wl'iat  sliorild  be done  lias  liindered  tlis

development  of  stroi'ig,  effective  democratic  gov-

ernments.  Coalitions  of several  parties  govern

both  coruitries,  and  governnient  by  coalitio'ii

always  means  constant  con'ipromise  to keep  the

coalitioi'i  from  flying  apart.

Froi'i'i  tlie  tii'i'ie  of  tlis  Frencli  Revolrition  and

tlie  First  Republic,  tlie  idea  of  a strong  central

government  lias  not  appealed  to tlie  majority  of



tlie  Frencli  people.  In  tlie  new  co'iistitrition,  'svrit-

ten  after  World  War  II,  tliey  saw  to it  tlxat  tlie

execritive  power  of  tlie  Premier  was  kept  weak,

so tliat  lie corild  easily  be turned  out  of  office  by

tl'ie National  Assembly.  Tlie  result  lias  been v

raliicl J;urnover of governments, 'iioi'ie of wliicli
could  Mount  on sta.ying  in  power  long  enougli  to

carry  out  vigororis  reforn'is.

Ill  Italy,  government of tlxe Center liarties, led
by tlie Cliristian  Den'iocrats, is liaml-+ered by
strong oliliositioi'i  from tlxe leftwing  Socialists and
Commtuiists  on tlie  extrei'iie  Left,  and  froi'i'+  tlie

'iiltraconservative  Monarcliist  and  Fascist-type

parties  on tlie  extreme  Riglit.

As  a conseqrience,  tlxe  Connmuiist  Party  in  botli

coruitries  lias  liad  considerable  success  in  con-

vincing  tlie  workers  that  it is  tlie  only  party

capable  of  solvi:i'ig  tlieir  problei'i'is.

In  addition,  tlie  Connmu'iist  Party  backs  tlie

poprilar  carise  of  "peaceful  coexistence"  witli  tlie

Soviet  Union.  It  expresses  and  fosters  the  anti-

U.  S. sentiments  of  tliose  Frencb  ai"id  Italia'i'is  wlio

oppose tlie costly rearman'ient lirogran'i  and fear
that  An"ierican  leadersliip  in  foreign  a'ffairs  may

take  then'i  into  a war  against  tlie  Soviet  Union.

Tlie  French  Comn'iunist  Party  has  tlie  largest

core  of  dedicated,  fully  indoctrinated  Communists

wl'io  are members  of long  sta:iiding.  Altliougli

membersliip  lias  dropped  fron'i  a peak  of about

' 800,000  in  1946  to  aborit  450,000  today,  the  Party's

i:i'ifluence  is greater  tlian  its  :iuunbers  indicate,  as

tlie  voting  record  sliows.

Even  so, nnidi  of  tlie  Con'innuxist  vote  remains  v

vote  of  protest  ratlier  tlian  a belief  in  comn'iruiism.

Tlxe great majority  of Frencli  I:yeolile  are ardei'it

lovers  of freedo:in.  Tl'ie  basic  reason  for  tlxe  in-

stability  of  tlieir  Governn'ient  is tlieir  fear  of  giv-

ing  too mllCll  power  to one man.  There  is no

doubt  tliat  a conti'iruing  campaign  of objective

trritl'i  aborit  Comn'irinist  tyranny  and,  above  all,

vigororis action to l'iut an end to lioverty  and shuns,
worild  win  support  for  tlie  party  tliat  took  sucli

action,  and  greatly  reducs  Connnunist  strengtl'i  in

France.

In  Italy,  wliere  tliere  is even  greater  poverty,

tlie Conununist  Party  has  a broader  base  of  mass

support tlian  in France.  Tliis  support  co:ines

cliiefly from  the  workers  of  the  industrial  cities

in tlie Nortli  and from the iml:ioverislied  peasants
in  tlie  agricultural  areas  of  tl'ie  Soritli.

Appeal  to  weaklings  who

want  to be told  the  onswers

to  till  questions.

Appeiil  *o ideeilists  who  wont

a "cause"  that  demiinds  their

complete  devotion.

Appeiil  to  people  in underde.

veloped  countries  in a hurry

to "catch  up.

Appeal  to  the  hungry  and

poverty-stricken.

Appeo}  to people  who  want  to

protest  agiiinst  the  way  things



Italy  is  plagued  by  two  clironic  ills  : over-

poprilation  ai'id  lack  of natural  resources.  Ap-

proximately  9 million,  or  10  percent  of tlie

working  population,  are une'inliloyed.  Anotlier
9 million,  i'i'iost  of  tliem  in  soritliern  Italy,  are  only

liartially  employed.
TMItalian  Comn'iruiist  Party  is well  orgoaiized

and lias lilenty  of mall(3:)7 (some of it obtained by
('liberating"  Italian  bai'iks  in the final  days  of

World  War  II).  It  is led  by  edricated,  capable,

and  dangerous  i'i'ien.  Control  of  the  General  Con-

federatioi'i  of Labor  gives tliem a liosition  from
whicli  tliey  can  exercise  great  influence.

Probably  no  more  t.lian  100,000  of  tlie  estii-i'iated

1,TO0,000  Party  members  are  gemiine  Connmuiists

in tlxe sense tliat:  (1) tliey  are hilly  committed

to tlie  Communist  carise;  ('2) they  understand  it;

or (8)  could  be coruxted  on to  support  it  in  a show-

dowi'i  for  tlie  co:iitrol  of  Italy.

Bxit  tlie  Party  slxrewdly  exploits  t.l'ie conditions

in wliicli  millions  of Italians  live  and  lias  0011-

vinced  a great  many  of  them  that  it  is tlie  only

l"iarty tliat  really  cares aborit bettering  tlieir  lot.
However,  there  are  son'ie  indications  that

Italian  industrial  workers  are becoming  disillu-

sioi'ied  witli  tbe  Conumuiist  Party.  In  tlie  spring

of 1955,  aborit  two  dozen  rinions  voted  tlie  Coi-i'i-

munists  orit  of control  for  tl'ie first  time.  Tlie

ruiion  in  tlie  Fiat  axitomobile  works,  one  of  Italy's

biggest  industries,  was  one  of  tliem.

Tlie  Communists  liave  x'i'iade their  most  recei'it

gains  in  the  depresse.d  agricultural  areas  of  south-

ern  Italy,  wl'iere  tlie  peasants  have  sriffered  for

cei'itriries  from  a feridal  land-tenure  system.  It  is

liere  tliat  tlie  Goveri'u'i'ient  lias  made  its  greatest

effort,  tlirorigh  an enliglitened  land-reform  pro-

gram,  to improve  tlie  lot  of  tlie  peasant.s.  Tlie

program  is steadily  progressing  and  sliowing  re-

sults,  but  tl'ie  Communist  Party  tries  to  take  credit

for  it  by  telling  tlie  peasants  tlie  program  is beii-ig

carried  orit 01117 because tlie, Party  pt'islied it.
T811 years  of democratic  government  in  Italy

liave  produced  a cltaxige  for  tlie  better.  But

Italy5s  grave  problems  cannot  be crired  overniglit.

In  trying  to acliieve  reforn'is,  tlxe  Governn'ient  lias

been  obstructed  by  extremists  of  botli  Eiglit  ai'id

Left..  If  it  can liold  tlie  line  against  botli,  and
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continue  to  sliow  econon'iic  and  social  progress,

tliere  is good  reasoi-i  to believe  tliat  in  tin"ie  most

Italians  wlio  :iiow  support  the  Con'inuuxists  will  be
IWall  over  to democracy.

Ill  searcliii'ig  for  ansivers  to  tlie  questions  of  wlio

are Comrmuiists  and  'wliy  tliey  are Con'in'iru'iists,

we liave  leari'ied  tliat  comnuu'iism  attracts  most  of

its  followers  wlxen  tliey  are  yoruig.  Among  tlie

kinds  of young  people  it  attracts  are:  (1) mal-

adjusted  individuals  and  weaklings  wlio  cannot.

stand  on tlieir  own  feet  ; to tliese  the  Coi'inmuxist

Party  offers  an escape  from  personal  problems  and

directioi'i  for  tlieir  lives;  (9) idealists  WIIO  want

a great  carise  to devote  tlieir  lives  to and  wlio  are

ignorant  of  tlie  real  nature  of  communism;  (3)

in"+patient  folk  in underdeveloped  coruitries  wlio

are in  a lirirry  to catclx  rip  witl'i  tlie  West  in  ma-

terial  progress  and  wlio  believe  tliat  connnunism

is tlie sliortest  patli;  (4)  workers  in advanced

countries,  sucli  as France  and  Italy,  wlio  vote

Communist  largely  as a protest  against  tlieir  lot.

People  wlio  are  attracted  to con'imunisn'i  in  :iion-

Conununist  countiries  are all,  for  one reason  or

anotlier,  deeply  dissatisfied  witb  life  as they  knoiv

it.  Comnuuiism  is pictured  to tliem  as tlie  great

crire-all,  and  tliey  accept  tlie  pict.rire  for  tlie  real

article.  At  tlie  time  of  -joining  tlie  Party,  most

members  are  ignorant  of  tlie  trrie  nature  of tbe

Comnuuiist  conspiracy,  of  its  riltimate  goals,  and

of tlis means  by wl"iich  tliose  goals  are to be
acl'iieved.

Sooi'ier  or  later,  most  of  tlie  rank-and-file  i-i'iem-

bers  discover  tlie  trutli,  or  enougli  of  tlie  t.rutli  to

become disillusioned  witli  comn"iunism  and  get  orit

of the Party.  Son'ie  merely  become  bored.  In  tlxe

United  States and  Western  &irope  tlie  Party  lias

been steadily  losing  members  in  recent  years.

Tliose wlio remain  in tlie  I:+arty are tlie  real Com-
munists-tlxe  liard  core.  Wlxetlxer  tliey  have  kept

their  original  faitli  in  communism  as an ideal-  or

wlietlxer  tlxey liave  become  cynical  seekers  after

power  makes no differei'ice.  Tliey  are  all  corrupt.

They  have sold  out  tlieir  own  corintries  and  tlieir

Owll 801118 to 11(311) spread tlie tyranny  of Soviet.
connmniisn'i  over  tlie  wliole  world.
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